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AS RUSSIA ASSAULTS UKRAINE 


AUS 
NOT THE 
ANSWER 


No to more military 
intervention, back the 
anti-war movement 
in Russia 


Keep up the 

fight against 
Boris Johnson 
and his war drive 


©Western intervention 
will make conflict worse 
and it risks the war 
turning nuclear 


©More Nato forces 
will mean more | 
destruction and 
endless war 
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S F S Militant tactics, not the courts, are 
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WAR 


The bloodshed 
the West doesn’t 
want you to see 


ANY ATTEMPT to compare 
how the war in Ukraine has 
been presented to conflicts 
elsewhere is met with liberal 
outrage designed to stop us 
seeing a pattern of injustice 
created by imperialist conflict. 

We expose some of those 
wars to scrutiny. 


ANTI-RACISM 


Thousands unite 
on the streets 
against racism 


THOUSANDS OF people 
marched against racism 
in London last Saturday. 

Up to 2,000 people 
marched through Glasgow. 
And around 700 people 
marched in Cardiff on 
Sunday. The marches should 
be a launchpad for further 
action. 


TORIES 


. : ; 
Rishi Sunak won't 
end the cost of 
living crisis 
TORY CHANCELLOR Rishi 
Sunak was set to make 
his Spring Statement 
on Wednesday. 

But whatever small 
measures he introduces won’t 


tackle the roots of hardship 
and poverty. 
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WAR IN UKRAINE 


THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘Ireland’s sorrow 


and pain is now 
the Ukraine, 
And St Patrick’s 
name now 
Zelensky’ 


The Speaker of the US House, 
Nancy Pelosi reads a poem by 
tax dodger Bono 


‘The limerick is 
irregular and not 
funny at all’ 


Bono responds to criticism of 
his finest work 


‘The Russia/ 
Ukraine war 
is good for the 
West’ 


Matthew Paris in The Times 
newspaper 


"To fill a small 
lorry with 
everything from 
nappies to 
sanitary products’ 


Former Tory prime minister 
David Cameron is driving to 
Ukraine with a food bank. In 
2009-10, the year before he 
became prime minister, the 
Trussell Trust provided 40,898 
three-day food parcels. Last 
year it gave out 2.5 million 


‘All of that is 
shown up for the 
disproportionate 
fluff of politics 
that it was’ 


Jacob Rees-Mogg says that 
now there is a war we should 
move on from ‘partygate’ 


WELLO HeLa 


\ es 


Joe Biden adds China to the 
targets of Nato's escalation 


THE NATO military alliance, led by the 
US, is recklessly moving from the pos- 
sibility of war with one nuclear-armed 
power to the possibility of war with 
two. 

US president Joe Biden, fresh from 
ramping up hostilities with Russia, has 
now taken on China. 

He warned Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
in a telephone call on Friday that the 
US could retaliate against China if he 
acts to support Vladimir Putin’s war in 
Ukraine. 

According to a White House account 
of the call, Biden “described the impli- 
cations and consequences if China 
provides material support to Russia”. 

Antony Blinken, US secretary of 
state, had said Biden would “make 
clear that China will bear responsibil- 
ity for any actions it takes to support 
Russia’s aggression, and we will not 
hesitate to impose costs”. 

According to an account of the 
call from China, Xi asked Biden for a 
“cool-headed and rational” approach 


JOE Biden 


to the conflict. Neither Biden nor Xi 
back the interests of ordinary people 
in Ukraine or anywhere else. 

The relentless escalation of Nato 
power sees new moves every day that 
worsen the stampede towards a wider 
war. 

The anti-war movement has to 
condemn Russia’s invasion—but also 
confront Nato’s moves. 


THE FIRST Tory MP “away day” for several 
years has been cancelled because of the war 


in Ukraine. A mini-conference of northern soul 
searching was due to be held last weekend in 
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But the government has bigger priorities 
than boosting backbenchers’ morale. Such 
as... a fancy party for its biggest donors. 
War or no war, the schmoozing of “Leaders 
Group” money men and women willing to 
cough up £50,000 a year to rub shoulders 
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What is it good for? 
Absolutely high shares 


THE WAR is good 

for share prices and 
dividends. Stock markets 
are soaring ahead as 
bankers and the rich bet 
on profits from spiralling 
military spending. 

The Financial Times 
newspapet’s prestigious 
Long View column 
said last week, “Three 
horsemen of the 


HTHE US will be concerned that Saudi 
Arabia is edging closer to accepting 
the yuan, China’s second currency, as 
payment for oil shipments to China. 

Details of the potential new 
Saudi-Chinese oil trading arrangements 
remain vague. The two sides have talked 
for years about pricing some oil sales in 
yuan, and it’s not yet fully agreed. 

Some 80 percent of global oil sales are 
priced in US dollars. Any Saudi move to 
the yuan would underline elements of 
the US’s economic weakness. 

Saudi Arabia committed in 1974 to 
conduct its oil trade only in dollars, 
in exchange for military guarantees 
from the US. Now the Saudi regime is 
stepping up the pressure on the US to 
give it even more unconditional backing. 

Meanwhile on Monday energy giant 
Saudi Aramco said on Sunday that its 
2021 net profits had soared by more 
than 120 percent due to higher crude 
prices. 

They reached $110 billion or 
£84 billion, or around 700 billion yuan. 


WORKERS evacuated 130 people 
from the wreckage of a theatre in 


Mariupol following a Russian airstrike 
on the southern port city last week. 


invasion of Ukraine.” SLOVAKIA’S defence 
The Stoxx 600 European minister Jaroslav Nad 
share index dropped said last week that the 


more than 10 percent 
from immediately 
before the invasion in 
late February to the low 
point on 7 March. 

It is now right back 
where it started, after 
the biggest weekly 
rally since late 2020. 


About 1,300 people are believed to be 
trapped in the basement of the theatre, 
Ukrainian spokesperson Lyudmyla 
Denisova said. She said it was difficult to 
be certain of the number of survivors and 
she declined to confirm any casualties. 
Tory fundraiser Ben UG “We hope that they will be alive but as of 
now we have no information,” she said. 


Slovakia wants to give 
more missiles to Ukraine 


country was willing to 
give Ukraine its S-300 
surface to air missile 
systems if it receives a 
“proper replacement.” 

Ukraine’s forces are 
already trained to use 
the Russian-designed 
S-300s. 


Jaroslav Nad 


“Such deliveries would 


apocalypse have arrived— 
war in Europe, pestilence 
in Asia and interest 
rate rises in the US. 
“The market response— 
shrug and keep on 
buying the risky stuff. 
“Almost unbelievably, 
European stocks have 
now fully recovered from 
the shock of Russia’s 


Get in 
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker 


What’s the reason? It’s 
the “developing narrative 
that the Ukraine war will 
foster heavier government 
spending on defence”. 

As Nathan Rothschild, 

a 19th century British 
financier is credited 
with saying, “The time 
to buy is when there’s 
blood in the streets.” 
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The US said it 
would continue to 
discuss the issue of 
replacement air systems 
for Slovakia with its 
Nato allies. 

Russia on Thursday 
warned against 
providing Ukraine with 
air defence systems. 
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be a destabilising factor 
which will definitely 

not bring peace to 
Ukraine,” said Russian 
foreign ministry 
spokesperson Maria 
Zakharova. “In the long 
term, they could have 
much more dangerous 
consequences.” 


Write to 
Socialist Worker 
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” London 
E16 9EJ 
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Lithuania backs 
ano-fly zone 


LITHUANIA'S parliament 
unanimously passed a 
resolution on Thursday 
pushing for a no-fly zone 
over Ukraine. 

It followed its fellow 
Baltic state Estonia 
calling for the escalation. 
It would require shooting 
down Russian planes and 
bombing anti-aircraft 
missiles inside Russia. 

It is the path to direct war 
between nuclear-armed 


states. The resolution 
makes Lithuania the third 
Nato member officially to 
back a no-fly zone. 

Estonia’s parliament 
passed a similar resolution 
earlier this week, and 
Slovenia's prime minister 
has also publicly called for 
ano-fly zone. 

White House press 
secretary Jen Psaki 
repeated on Wednesday 
that the US doesn't want a 
no-fly zone because. 

“We are not interested in 
getting into World War Ill,” 
she said. 

But the result is that, 
to deflect from the no-fly 
demand, the US promises 
ever-more weapons for 
Ukraine. 

This is escalation by a 
slightly slower method. 


Poland wants 
troops in 
Ukraine 


THE POLISH government 
this week called for a Nato 
“peace mission” that could 
be protected by armed 
forces” to help Ukraine. 

“This cannot be an 
unarmed mission,” said vice 
premier and leader of the 
ruling conservative party, 
Jaroslaw Kaczynski, during 
a visit to Kiev. 

“| think that we need 
a peacekeeping mission 
from Nato, or even 
possibly from a larger 
international structure,” he 
said. 

He said it would have 
to be “a mission that will 
be able to defend itself 
and that will operate on 
Ukrainian territory”. 

“It will be in this country 
with the agreement of 
the president and the 
government of Ukraine and 
it will not be a defenceless 
mission,” added Kaczynski. 
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by NICK CLARK 


WESTERN GOVERNMENTS were 
toying with further escalation in 
Ukraine as they prepared to meet 
for councils of war throughout 
this week. 

US president Joe Biden planned 
to visit Belgium and Poland—where 
Western countries will discuss 
sending soldiers to Ukraine. 

The Polish government was set to 
propose a “peacekeeping” force from 
the US’s Nato military alliance to 
unoccupied parts of Ukraine. 

Biden’s ambassador to the United 
Nations, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, 
said the US wouldn’t send sol- 
diers, but didn’t rule out other Nato 
countries sending them. 

“What I can say is American troops 
will not be on the ground in Ukraine 
at this moment. The president has 
been clear on that,” she said. 

“Other Nato countries may decide 
that they want to put troops inside 
of Ukraine. 

“That will be a decision that they 
have made. We don’t want to escalate 
this into a war with the United States 
but we will support our Nato allies.” 

The US is nervous about being 
dragged into a direct war with its 
rival Russia. But discussion about 
sending Nato soldiers to Ukraine 
shows how any intervention or esca- 
lation risks opening the door to an 
even bigger war in Europe. 


Forces 

Poland—a Nato member on Ukraine’s 
border—has been central to sending 
Western arms to Ukraine. Now its 
government fears that would make 
it a target for Russian forces, which 
is why it’s calling for Nato to send 
troops to “defend itself.” 

“If there is an incursion into Nato 
territory, I believe that Russia can 
expect a very harsh response on the 
part of our alliance,” said Marek 
Magierowski, the Polish ambassador 


West prepares to discuss 
more soldiers in Ukraine 


NATO COUNTRIES are cautious about sending their own troops to join Ukrainian soldiers 


to the US. And there is pressure on 
Biden and the West to escalate. 

US politicians—including from 
Biden’s own Democratic Party— 
are demanding that he allow Nato 
members to join the fighting. 

“We’re asking for one third of 
the Polish air force to be sent into 
Ukraine,” said Democratic senate 
whip Dick Durbin. 

“There are other ways for us 
to provide surface to air missiles 


and air defences that will keep the 
Russians at bay in terms of their 
aerial attacks.” 

And Ukraine’s president 
Volodymyr Zelensky has staged 
a tour of video calls to Western 
parliaments and their allies calling 
for more intervention. 

After an address from Zelensky last 
week, the US congress agreed to send 
another £770 million worth of arms 
to Ukraine. 


Refugees still 


AS MANY as ten million people 
have fled their homes in 
Ukraine since the war began on 
24 February, according to the 
United Nations refugee agency. 

“The war in Ukraine is so 
devastating that ten million have 
fled—either displaced inside the 
country, or as refugees abroad,” 
Filippo Grandi, the head of UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees, 
tweeted. 

Earlier this month Grandi 
called the Ukraine conflict “the 
fastest growing refugee crisis in 
Europe since the second world 
war”. 

Yet refugees attempting to 
enter Britain are met with blocks 
and bureaucracy. 


At meetings in Belgium this week 
Western governments will agree even 
more arms deals and sanctions. 

All of them pave the way to even 
towards a wider war and a more open 
proxy battle between Russia and the 
Nato military alliance. 


L, On other pages... 
Ly The bloodshed they don’t want you 
to see >>Pages 10&11 

t_| 
face racism 


The Tory government only 
allows Ukrainians with family 
members living here—or 
those who are sponsored by 
non-family members—to come 
to Britain. 

Black people fleeing the war 
are met with even tougher 
obstacles. 

Alani Iyanuoluwa, a Nigerian, 
tried to join family in Britain after 
fleeing Ukraine. 

Instead of being allowed in, 
border controls left her stranded 
in France. 

The new wave of refugees 
exposes the cruel reality of British 
and European borders—and 
shows why they must be opened 
to everyone. 


Russian 
brutality 
intensifies 


RUSSIAN FORCES have 
punished Ukrainian people 
with horrific bombardments 
and sieges as they struggle 
to make headway with their 
invasion. 

Russia is demanding that 
Ukraine surrenders the city 
of Mariupol, which it has kept 
under siege for four weeks. Its 
soldiers finally entered the city 
centre last weekend. 

Mariupol authorities said 
2,400 residents of the city 
had been killed since Russia 
launched its invasion. 

Dymytro, who fled the 
city, told the Financial Times 
newspaper that the city had 
become “hell on earth.” Before 
escaping he visited the city’s 
central market after an attack 
to find supplies. 

“Everything was burning, 
there were corpses 
everywhere,’ he said. 

In the city of Kherson, 
already captured by Russia, 
residents of the city have 
protested in front of Russian 
tanks and military vehicles. 

Video footage obtained 
by the Reuters news agency 
shows people marching in 
front of trucks and calling on 
them to leave. 

In Berdyansk, a small 
Ukrainian port city in the 
south east of the country, 200 
to 250 people gathered for a 
rally. 

In another unverified 
clip recorded in Energodar, 

a crowd of people gather 
around a jeep and a Russian 
soldier holding an assault rifle. 

He then fires his weapon 
into the air but they continue 
to swarm the vehicle. 

The soldier gets in his 
vehicle before speeding away. 

They're the latest examples 
of ordinary people confronting 
Russian soldiers. 

Such opposition, free from 
Nato control, is crucial. 


Stop the War 
teach-in 


WAR IN UKRAINE 
CAUSES AND 
CONSEQUENCES 


Sat 26 March, 
12 noon-4pm, 
Mary Ward House, 
5-7 Tavistock Place, 
London WC1H 9SN 


For details and to register 
go to bit.ly/STW26March 
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Only radical hp. 
action can 


stop P&0 
jobs attack 


Business as usual won’t stop 
the mass sackings ferry bosses 
announced last week, says Sam Ord 


P&O FERRIES has sacked its 
entire seafaring workforce of 
800 people with immediate 
effect. It’s a direct challenge to 
the whole trade union movement, 
and one that the movement is in 
grave danger of failing. 

Showing the potential for a real 
mass revolt, workers’ first reaction 
was to occupy the ships and block 
some port entrances with banners 
and flags saying, “Stop the P&O Jobs 
carve up.” 

One P&O worker, who occupied 
the ship he was working on in Dover 
told Socialist Worker, “I can’t believe 
it—it’s an absolute joke. We were 
told we were sacked with barely 
any notice, on an online meeting. 
My wife also worked for P&O and 
has been sacked. 

“We sat in and they had to get pri- 
vate security to take us off. 

“They threatened to handcuff 
us and people were already really 
upset.” 

Staff will be replaced by agency 
workers, in a move that unions have 
called “outrageous”. 

Yet P&O’s parent company, DP 
World, recently announced prof- 
its for 2021 up 25 percent to over 
£1,000 million. That’s nearly £3 mil- 
lion a day. 


Diverted 

This is a key moment. The danger 
is that the campaign is diverted 
onto legal channels, not support for 
blockades, road sit-ins, ship occupa- 
tions and protests at every port. 

An attitude of “business as usual” 
campaigning and legal manoeu- 
vres won't deliver the victory that’s 
needed. Every union has a respon- 
sibility to take action, not just those 
directly affected. 

Soon after telling workers they 
were being sacked, bosses sent them 
an email that detailed their sever- 
ance package. 

It said that in order to receive an 
enhanced pay-off workers must sign 
it by the end of March. 

P&O operates routes from Dover, 
Tilbury, Hull and Teesport to France, 
as well as routes from Liverpool to 


BACK STORY 


Bosses at P&O ferries want to 
bring in an entirely new, lower- 
paid workforce 


@lt comes after they used the 
pandemic to attack workers’ 
conditions 

@lIn April 2020 bosses demanded 
that workers accept a pay cut 
@They say keeping workers on 
current pay means P&O is nota 
“viable business” 

@Yet its parent company DP World 
announced an increase in profits 
last year 


Dublin and Cairnryan in Scotland 
to Larne. Following its remorseless 
capitalist logic, P&O said it was “not 
a viable business”. 

“We have made a £100 million 
loss year on year, which has been 
covered by our parent DP World. 
This is not sustainable,” it said. 


Profits 

Yet announcing soaring profits, 
group chair and chief executive 
officer Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem 
said, “Overall, we are pleased 
with the 2021 performance and 
looking ahead to 2022, we expect 
our portfolio to continue to deliver 
growth.” 

The company had seized on the 
pandemic as a chance to savage P&O 
workers’ rights. 

In April 2020 it demanded that 
workers’ pay was cut to a “more 
sustainable level” whilst attacking 
conditions. 

It then announced mass redun- 
dancies while grabbing millions of 
pounds from the furlough scheme. 

If DP World won’t guarantee 
every job on the present pay then it 
should be nationalised. 

The RMT raised this demand two 
years ago. It has to fight for it now. 


¥W) What's your story? 
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WORKERS AND their supporters march in Dover 


Workers show they’re up for a real fight 


A MOOD of militancy is present 
among workers with discussions 
of direct actions taking place. 

On a march outside parliament 
on Monday, sacked P&O 
worker John told Socialist 
Worker, “There are plenty of 
opportunities to block ports and 
occupy ships. We call on P&O 
Ferries CEO Peter Hebblethwaite 
to resign, even P&O executives 
have said he’s out of his depth 
and incompetent.” 

He described the situation as 
“terrible” adding, “It will set a 
dangerous precedent and has 
potential to change corporate 
relations in this country and 
across the world.” 

Workers on the march were 
keen for militant tactics and 
industrial action. They were 
happy the sackings were being 
raised in parliament, but felt cut 
off from it. “We should be on the 
road, making noise so they can 


Marchers heckled Tory Natalie Elphicke 


hear us,” said one worker. “If we 
stop traffic in the capital that will 
get them talking.” 

Some RMT officials on the 
march hinted at direct action 
later in the week, but left the 
responsibility for delivering it 
with the sacked workers. That’s 
a lack of leadership. They should 
be openly encouraging militancy. 


Blocking 
It came after P&O workers 


and their supporters marched 
in Dover, Hull, Liverpool and 
London last Friday—in some 
cases blocking the roads. 

Up to 500 seafarers and their 
supporters protested in Dover 
where they heckled Tory Natalie 
Elphicke for joining the march. 
But RMT officials allowed her to 
the front. 

More than 200 people 
protested in both Hull and 
Liverpool. Workers and 
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supporters also rallied in Larne, 
Northern Ireland. 

In Dover protesters assembled 
at their RMT union’s offices, 
then marched to block the port 
entrance. One worker in Dover, 
who had worked for P&O for 27 
years, told Socialist Worker he 
wanted “strikes of other workers 
and agency workers because their 
terms and conditions are awful”. 

In Liverpool Dave Lowe, chair 
of Wigan TUG, told Socialist 
Worker, “All trade unions need to 
mobilise around the 800 sacked 
workers. There need to be more 
protests and strikes—that’s the 
way forward.” 

Dave added, “In this dispute 
foreign workers mustn’t be 
scapegoats. Racism will only 
weaken the fight. Workers of all 
nationalities must be brought into 
the fight.” Unity and militancy, 
not relying on the law, is how 
workers will win. 


Tories knew about sackings 


THE DEPARTMENT for 
Transport (DfT) was 
told the day before of 
the plans to replace 
workers with cheaper 
agency staff with no 
notice. Amemo that 
explained the action 
to DfT officials said, 


“We understand that 
P&O Ferries have an 
intention to try and 
re-employ many staff 
on new terms and 
conditions or use 
agency staff to restart 
routes.” Unions say a 30 
or 45 day redundancy 


notice is required by 
law. 

They also question 
why the DfT made no 
effort to reverse this 
decision after knowing 
of P&O's parent 
company DP World's 
healthy finances. 


Bosses—not foreign workers 
—are the ones to blame 


THE MONEY to save 
every P&O job is 
there. P&O's owner, 
DP World paid a £270 
million dividend to 
shareholders in 2020. 

P&O Ferries also 
claimed almost 
£15 million from 
Government grants in 
2020, which included 
£10 million in furlough 
payments. 

That's money that 
ought to be returned. 

Non-executive 
director Mark Russell 
is the vice-chair of 
UK Government 
Investments which 
advises on government 
corporate finance 
matters. 

He gets paid 
£145,000 a year for his 


role at DP World. 

He also earns 
£150,000 a year for 
three days a week ina 
non-executive military 
procurement role as 
Defence Equipment & 
Support chairman. 

DP World spent £147 
million to sponsor the 
European Golf Tour 
and £30 million ona 
sponsorship deal with 
the Formula 1 racing 
team, Renault. 

The greed of ultra- 
wealthy capitalists is 
to blame for the jobs 
massacre, not the 
exploited workers from 
India, who are paid just 
£1.81 an hour. 

There is a huge 
danger that the 
campaign goes down 


the road of xenophobia 
and racism. 

RMT general 
secretary Mick Lynch 
spoke of the plan to 
“sack UK seafarers 
and replace them 
with foreign labour”. 
Nautilus union general 
secretary Mark 
Dickinson spoke of a 
“betrayal of British 
workers”. 

Foreign workers are 
not the enemy, they 
should be paid the 
same rate and have 
the same conditions as 
workers now. 

The money to save 
every job is available 
but it will take a united 
fight to win it, racist 
division will weaken 
that struggle. 


Strikes show united fight can 
win the universities battles 


by SOPHIE SQUIRE 
ES } 


WORKERS AT 38 
universities began the 
first day of five days on 
strikes on Monday. 

They are striking as 
part of two separate 
but connected 
disputes. The first 
is over cuts to their 
USS pension scheme. 
The second is over 
heavy workload, 
casualisation, low pay 
and inequalities. 

At Goldsmiths 
university in south east 
London, workers took 
to picket lines over the 
national disputes and a 
wave of redundancies 
recommended by 
banks. 

Striker Martin told 
Socialist Worker, “As 
we fight our national 
and local dispute, 
we are faced with 
an utterly uncaring 
management team. 

“What they are 
trying to push through 
here is without doubt 
fire and rehire. 

“We were faced with 
a massive increase in 
workload as soon as 
classes went online, 
and now with the cost 
of living soaring, the 
lives of university staff 
will only get tougher.” 

Martin added that 
despite the fatigue 
that workers might 
feel in the long-running 
dispute, it is vital that 
strikes continue. 

“We can’t do 


anything but keep on 
striking. We need to 
keep up the pressure, 
reballot and start a 
marking boycott,” he 
said. 

Across Britain there 
were large picket lines 
to mark the first day of 
the strikes. 

UCU members in 
Leeds organised a 
major rally outside 
the town hall, and 
there were big pickets 
outside the university 
of the Arts London and 
at Sussex university. 

The strikes follow 
ten days of action in 
February and March— 
and another wave of 
university workers are 
set to strike next week. 

Building a good 
presence on the picket 
line will be vital as the 
strike continues. 

But there are big 
questions about the 
effectiveness of the 
current strategy 
laid out by the union 
leaders. 

Mark Abel from 
Brighton university 
told Socialist Worker, 


“There is an argument 
coming from the top 
of the union that if we 
fight separate local 
disputes, we are more 
likely to win. 

“They are saying 
that employers are just 
too united. 

“But this isn't the 
feeling on the ground. 
Rank and file members 
know that fighting 
together is essential. 

“From branch 
delegate meetings, 
there is amood to keep 
fighting and to couple 
strikes with a marking 
assessment boycott. 
This strategy was 
effective in Liverpool 
where strikes and a 
marking boycott beat a 
wave of redundancies. 

“There is a 
fight going on for 
democracy in the 
union. Two special 
sector conferences 
have been called, 
which can be a chance 
to fight back. 

“The members can 
still take back control 
of this dispute and the 
union.” 


Socialist Worker 


WHAT WE THINK 


NATO ESCALATION WILL 
BRING MORE DESTRUCTION 


HE SOLUTION to war in 

Ukraine is not more war. 

Demanding escalation 

from the Nato military 

alliance by way of invasion, 
increased troops on the ground, 
no-fly zones and sending arms will 
lead to disaster. 

Already talks of Western 
governments sanctioning more 
Nato troops in Ukraine, or 
sending their own, risks a wider 
scale war involving nuclear 
weapons. 

It can be tempting to argue 
after seeing the brutality Russian 
president Vladimir Putin is 
unleashing that the solution is to 
fight fire with fire. Nato hopes 
that outrage and disgust at Putin’s 
invasion will translate into support 
for its mission. 

But if the situation is bad now, 
escalating war in Ukraine and in 
surrounding countries will only 
cause more mayhem deaths, 
destruction and poverty.And it will 
strengthen the warmongers who 
act for their profit and power. 

Nato is increasingly using the 
war to expand its imperialist 
influence—its priority is not the 
liberation of Ukrainian people. 

It has a long and bloody 
history of making situations 


worse by wading into wars with a 
proclamation of liberation. 

Nato ventures and support for 
forces in Yugoslavia, lraq, Libya, 
Syria and Afghanistan did nothing 
to improve the lives of ordinary 
people. 

What should be encouraged is 
the Russian anti-war movement 
that resists Putin’s invasion from 
within. 

Despite intense repression, tens 
of thousands of people have taken 
to the streets to condemn the war. 
Escalating this to workers’ actions 
against the state can help turn 
imperialist war into class war. 

No to war means no to either 
side’s brutality and influence. In 
Ukraine. In contrast Ukrainian 


No to war 
means no to 
either side’s 
brutality and 


influence 
rs 


resistance that does not rely 
on Nato, or follow the West’s 
commands, is hugely positive. 

A Nato victory against Russia 
will benefit the rulers of the West, 
not people in Ukraine whose 
country will be reduced to a 
puppet state. 

Demanding the withdrawal 
of Russian troops from Ukraine 
should go alongside criticism and 
rejection of Nato. 

Protests from below can link 
resistance in Ukraine and Russia 
against Putin’s brutality, but also 
make it harder for Nato to extend 
its control 

That's why spreading the 
anti-war movement to Nato 
countries, such as the US and 
Britain, is crucial. lt puts pressure 
at home on governments who are 
whipping up anti-war fever for their 
benefit while ordinary people suffer. 

For instance, if Nato 
governments can find billions to 
fund war, there should be money 
for health, education and wages. 

Putin should be stopped—but 
how he’s stopped and by who 
matters. Strategies that benefit 
the might of Western imperialism 
only strengthens its mandate to 
continue its destruction across the 
world. 


TEN FIGHTS AGAINST JOHNSON 


THE MEDIA says Boris Johnson is 
now escaping from his crisis. Here 
are ten reasons why we shouldn’t 
let him off the hook. 

The Tories proclaimed the 

pandemic over and dumped 
restrictions. This week 149 local 
authorities reported an increase in 
cases. 

Johnson went to Saudi Arabia to 

meet crown prince Mohammed 
bin Salman last week. Days earlier 
the state executed 81 men. 

Assaults on refugees continue 

with home secretary Priti Patel 
pushing to send asylum seekers 


abroad for processing. 

While thousands died, the Tories 

enjoyed as many as |5 parties 
during lockdown. 

The Tories will use their new 

Nationalities and Borders bill 
to criminalise refugees and strip 
people of British citizenship. 
6228 is pushing for more 

environmentally disastrous oil 
and gas exploration in the North 
Sea. 

Tory MPs refused to vote 

for a motion in the House of 
Commons on Monday to suspend 
the contracts of DP World—the 


owner of P&O Ferries which is 
sacking 800 workers to replace 
them with cheaper staff. 
The Tories’ Spring Statement 
won't end the suffering caused 
by the cost of living crisis. 

The Tories want to get rid of 
your right to protest—with 
their Police, Crime and Sentencing 

bill set to pass soon. 
Johnson is ramping up the 
moves towards a wider war 
over Ukraine. 
The rest of the media might have 
forgotten. We haven't. Keep fighting 
Johnson. 
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Students walk out 
over stop and search 


HUNDREDS OF students at City and Islington College 
in north London walked out on Monday to protest 
against stop and search measures. 

Students turned up to college a few weeks ago only 
to be met by private security staff and a buzzer system. 
Management didn’t make any formal announcements to 
students or parents about the new measures. 

Student Thalir explained that students who came to the 
college at 9am on that day were made to queue, and every 
tenth student was stopped and searched. “It was like an 
airport security search,” she told Socialist Worker. “You 
had to have your arms out and you were patted down. 

“They looked through everyone’s bags. One black 
student even had scissors taken from him. Items were 
confiscated and the students were told their parents would 
be spoken to. 

“At least three students were suspended for not agreeing 
to go through the search—if you didn’t cooperate you were 
told you can’t enter college. It happened all of a sudden— 
we don’t know where it came from.” 


Invasive 

Thalir is part of the student union and contacted senior 
members of the college for information, but on the call 
“they avoided speaking about it”. “They brushed it aside and 
ignored me,” she said. “This is completely invasive—it gives 
us no privacy at all.” 

Protester and student Mimi told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
terrible—the situation has created a really bad feeling. The 
way we’ve been treated is guilty until proven innocent. 

“We know that in society randomised searches are not 
truly randomised. This is bringing those tensions into 
school where we should be treated with respect and feel 
safe in a caring environment.” 

Mimi added there is no clear reason why the college 
leaders made this decision. “Senior management clearly 
doesn’t care about people within school—students or 
staff,” she said. 

Although the search is supposedly random, students 
worry that some black students will be targeted more than 
other, reinforcing racist stereotypes. 

“We feel like criminals, not students,” Thalir explained. 
“The college staff are on our side, they’re enraged by this. 
But the senior leaders are distant from us and drawing 
a clear line that they’re above us. They’re not even seen 
around the college. 

“It shows there’s no trust at all. It feels like we’re just 
numbers and money to them.” 

Thalir added that the scandal of Child Q—the 15 year 
old girl strip searched by police at school (see right)— 
“definitely angered us more.” 

“That case shows how serious it can get and how quickly 
it can escalate,” said Thalir. 

“Many people are scared—especially black people in 
college. There wasn’t a female guard there. Apparently one 
senior manager was supervising, but she wasn’t seen. 

“With only male guards searching and going 
through your stuff giving you no choice it makes us 
uncomfortable.” 

Mimi agreed. “The Child Q case has exemplified how 
systems like this abuse children and create potential for 
abuse. 


Organised 

That was definitely on top of people’s minds today,” she 
said. She explained that the protest against the stop and 
search was organised via social media and posters. “It felt 
great, there was a real sense of unity,” she said. 

People who live locally came to support the protest, and 
cars honked their horns in agreement. Thalir added, “It felt 
empowering to protest. As students you don’t feel like you 
have power to say how you're feeling or that your voice is 
being heard. 

“But being there with other students who are equally 
angry didn’t feel lonely. Everyone understood what to do 
and came together and voiced the same opinion until we 
were heard.” 

The sixth form students now plan to hold another 
protest with students from the campus’s other facilities. 
This will increase the numbers of students fighting back. 

It’s inspiring that students are standing up against 
horrific stop and search measures that criminalise and 
discriminate. 

Isabel Ringrose 


CROWDS IN Hackney, east London, last Friday demanding action against the police 


Fury over police strip-search 
of black child in her school 


by SOPHIE SQUIRE 


ANGRY protests gripped 
east London last weekend 
after it was revealed that 
cops had strip-searched a 
black pupil at her school. 

On Sunday a livid crowd 
of over 1,000 people joined 
a rally outside Hackney town 
hall. Days before hundreds 
had protested over the issue 
outside a local police station. 

The search, which took 
place in 2020, was revealed 
when a safeguarding report 
was published last week. 

It said the incident 
had caused lasting emo- 
tional damage and led to 
the girl—known as Child 
Q—self-harming. 

Her maternal aunt was 
quoted as saying the pupil 
had changed from “top of the 
class” to “a shell of her former 
bubbly self”. 

Teachers at Child Q’s 
school had called the police 
after wrongly suspecting her 
of carrying cannabis. 

Weyman Bennett of the 
Stand Up To Racism group 
was met with cheers as he 
told the crowd at Sunday’s 
rally that the Metropolitan 
Police should be abolished. 

“The Met are racist to the 
core,” he said. “We have to use 
this moment to change things. 

“We’re seeing a society 
that’s rotten. Our aim is jus- 
tice for Child Q. But we have 
to change the education 
system, abolish the police 


and not stop marching and 
organising until that’s done.” 

Placards at the rally 
read, “Fight racist police” 
and “Protect black girls” 
and protesters chanted “No 
justice, no peace.” 

Around 500 people had 
joined the Friday night 
protest where speakers called 
for police accountability and 
the officers to face justice. 

Student Emily said, “It’s 
nerve-wracking to know 
what happened to this girl 
could easily happen to us. 
The police should just not be 
in our schools.” 


SCHOOLS. 
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Protester demands cops leave 
schools 


Met deny corruption finding 


THE Metropolitan 
Police continue to 
reject findings from an 
independent inquiry 
that found it to be 
institutionally corrupt. 

Daniel Morgan was 
murdered in south 
east London in 1987.A 
string of unsuccessful 
investigations into his 
death has been 
mired in police 
corruption and 
cover up. 

In June a 
report accused 
the cops of 
institutional 
corruption over 
its handling 
of the case. 


The cop’s formal 
response was released 
last week. It accepted 
“corruption was a 
major factor in the 
failings of the first 
investigation, but we do 
not accept that we are 
institutionally corrupt”. 

In response to the 
independent inquiry the 
government got 
the Inspectorate 
of Constabulary 
to look at how 
well the Met 
deals with 
corruption. It was 
due to publish 
its findings 
on Tuesday 
this week. 


Daniel Morgan 


Pictures:Guy SMALLMAN 


Activist Alice told Socialist 
Worker this incident shows a 
“lack of humanity”. 

“Black children face so 
many different types of 
violence from the police, 
nowhere is safe for them,” 
she said. 

She added the girl “was 
completely traumatised, but 
no one cared. I think the police 
would rather the incident had 
gone unnoticed.” 

“The Tories are getting rid 
of youth centres where young 
people can feel safe. Their 
attacks have to be seen as part 
of a broader racist assault.” 

The report details how 
“racism—whether deliberate 
or not—was likely to have 
been an influencing factor in 
the decision to undertake a 
strip search”. 

David Davies, head of the 
teachers’ NEU union in the 
area, told Socialist Worker, 
“There is no justification for 
the police to be called into 
school. 

“We need to say to everyone 
in the union that an appropri- 
ate adult should always be in 
the room when the police are 
with a student because the 
police cannot be trusted. 

“The first step should never 
be for teachers to criminalise 
their pupils. And we need to 
look at how young people are 
being abused by the police 
more generally.” 

This horrific incident is 
further proof of the endemic 
racism and misogyny in the 
police. 


NEWS § 


Thousands united on the 


streets against racism 


by SOCIALIST WORKER journalists 


THOUSANDS OF people 
marched against racism in 
London last Saturday as part of 
an international day of action. 

The marches brought together 
anti-racist activists, refugee rights 
campaigners, trade unionists, and 
students. Organiser Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) said that “up to 
10,000” joined the demonstration 
in London. 

People gathered in Portland Place 
to hear speeches, and then marched 
to Parliament Square. 

Many of those on the 
demonstration raged against the 
cops’ treatment of Child Q. Police 
strip-searched the 15 year-old black 
girl at a school in Hackney, east 
London, leaving her traumatised 
and self-harming. 

NEU education union joint 
general secretary Kevin Courtney 
said the revelations were “an 
outrage”. “You can’t be a good 
teacher unless you’re fighting 
racism,” he told Socialist Worker. 

“Being part of that resistance 
is important for teachers. Child Q 
reveals to us that we need networks 
of anti-racist teachers.” 

There were union representatives 
from TSSA, Aslef, RMT, Usdaw, NEU, 
Unison and PCS, CWU, RCM, UVW, 
Unison and NASUWT on the march. 


Sleeping 

Steven, a Unison union member 
in London, told Socialist Worker, 
“Racism is an issue for everyone— 
it’s a constant sleeping evil. The 
trade union movement must push 
for equal pay. That issue must be 
put higher up on the agenda.” 

A lively student bloc spanned 
the width of the demonstration. 
Ada, a student from Liverpool, told 
Socialist Worker, “The Tories have 
universities in their sights, as they 
push forward with assaults on ‘woke 
education’. We have to be clear this 
is just the Tories trying to find a 
scapegoat and stamp out dissent.” 

Climate activists also formed a 
bloc, with several Cop26 Coalition 
groups joining the march. 

Frank from Just Stop Oil told 
Socialist Worker it’s vital that the 
climate movement is part of anti- 
racist protests. “Climate change will 
lead to the destruction of the homes 
of the world’s poorest first—mainly 
in the Global South,” he said. 

“This will inevitably lead to an 
influx of refugees. So we must 
make the case that borders should 
be opened.” 

Protesters also hit back at Tory 
attacks on refugees. Tia Bush from 
charity Care4Calais told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s life and death at the 
borders and in Britain. There’s so 
little public awareness because the 
media doesn’t print the truth. There 
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are so many people at risk right 
now, but the Tories need someone 
to scapegoat.” 

The demonstration, which had 
been called off for two years running 
due to the pandemic, showed that 
anti-racists are keen to get back on 
the streets. 

Weyman Bennett, co-convenor 
of SUTR, told the crowd, “Our 
enemy is in Number Ten, the 
person who called Muslim women 
bank robbers and said black people 
have watermelon smiles. But we 
are black and white, together we 
are dynamite, and together we are 
going to blow away the racists.” 

The march should be a launchpad 
for further action. Anti-racists 
must prepare to revolt against the 
imminent implementation of the 
Nationality and Borders bill and, 
in England and Wales, the protest- 
smashing police bill. 

There is also a battle to increase 
the pressure to open the borders 
to all refugees—from Ukraine and 
everywhere else. 


BACK ON the streets of London on Saturday, determined to fight racism 


Major protest in G 


UP TO 2,000 people 
also marched through 
Glasgow last Saturday. 

The SUTR demonstration 
said refugees are welcome 
and black lives matter, 
and demanded racist Tory 
legislation be scrapped. 

There was a large 
collection of union banners 
including from Unison, PCS, 
CWU UCU, RMT, Aberdeen 
trade council and TSSA. 

Ruby Hirsch from 
SUTR blasted the Tories’ 
and media’s hypocritical 
posturing over refugees 
after Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. “Other refugees in 
this country are treated in 
appalling ways,’ she said. 

“Why the double standards? 
Why are refugees from Syria, 
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asgow 


from Afghanistan, from 
Yemen, being treated as 
less than human, let’s call 
it what it is—it’s racism.” 

The rally in George Square 
heard from speakers across 
the anti-racist and trade 
union movement, as well 
as Roma music and spoken 
word performances. 

Speakers referenced the 
Kenmure Street blockade 
when hundreds of residents in 
the city staged a seven-hour 
protest last May to stop the 
deportation of two migrants. 

Roz Foyer, general secretary 
of the Scottish TUC union 
federation, emphasised that 
workers had a role to play in 
fighting racism. Gordon Martin 
of the RMT union said, “We 
need working class unity.” 
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Big step forward 
for anti-racist 
movement in Wales 


AROUND 700 people 
marched in Cardiff last 
Sunday for a protest 
organised by SUTR and 
backed by the Welsh TUC 
union federation to mark 
UN anti-racism day. 

Trade unionists, Extinction 
Rebellion, Black Lives Matter, 
Cardiff Cop Watch and justice 
campaigners marched 
from Cardiff City Hall to the 
Senedd parliament building 
at Cardiff Bay to a rally. 

There were trade union 
banners and flags from the 
Unison, NASUWT, Unite, CWU, 
FBU, TSSA, NEU and other 
unions. Refugee support 
groups were also present. 

Mohannad Bashir, brother 
of Mouayed Bashir, and 
activists from the Mohamud 
Hassan Justice Campaign 
joined the march. Both men 
were killed by cops last year. 

Camilla Mngaza, the mother 
of Siyanda Mngaza who was 


ON THE march in Cardiff 


jailed after defending herself 
during an attack, spoke 
alongside refugees who had 
been kept in the now-closed 
Penally refugee camp. 

Other speakers at the 
protest included SUTR’s 
Nimi Trivedi and Plaid 
Cymru leader Adam Price. 

Nimi said the aim was 
to “make a stand against 
racism” and “show we are 
united”. Price said, “Systemic 
racism unfortunately is seen 
right across our society, 
from our education system 
to our health system, and 
in our economy as well.” 

Hussein Said from Cardiff 
Stand Up To Racism told 
Socialist Worker, “It was great 
to have cohesion among 
different issues and campaigns, 
all united against racism. 

“In Cardiff and the 
surrounding area we've 
had three people die after 
contact with police in the 
last year. People have set 
up a Cop Watch group and 
are actively talking about 
abolishing the police.” 

Protesters chanted, “No 
borders no nations, stop 
deportations,” “Refugees 
are welcome here,” and, “No 
justice no peace, no racist 
police,” as they demonstrated. 

Hussein added that the 
“barbaric” Penally Camp 
shutting shows how fighting 
back can win real gains. 
Isabel Ringrose 
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Climate 


strikers link 
planet fight 


to system 


Activists are making links between 
capitalism’s profit-based system and 


climate crisis, says 


HUNDREDS OF thousands of 
young people were set to take 
to the streets this Friday across 
the world to demand action 
over climate change. 

The global climate strike carries 
the slogan “people not profit” and 
has been organised by youth group 
Fridays for Future. 

The campaign is drawing links 
between the climate crisis and the 
war in Ukraine, insisting the fight 
against climate change must also be 
a fight against war. 

In Britain 40 events are sched- 
uled from Ullapool to Exeter. 

Strikes in Germany are set to be 
big, with protests organised in 200 
separate villages, towns and cities. 

In the US there are set to be 
strikes at 180 schools and colleges. 

Countries expected to be hit 
hardest by climate change will also 
be joining the strike. 

Over 50 actions were set to take 
place in India, 80 across south east 
Asia and 70 separate strikes have 
been organised across the African 
continent, including five in Kenya. 

Fridays for Future Kenya tweeted, 
“Join us for the Global Climate 
Strike as we demand policy makers 
and world leaders to prioritise 
people not profit.” 

In Australia, students have organ- 
ised over 20 strikes. 


Underwater 

After widespread flooding, the 
School Strike 4 Climate group 
wrote on Twitter, “How can we get 
an education when our schools are 
under water? Or on fire? 

“How can we get an education if 
nothing is done about the climate 
crisis. This is why we strike.” 

Fridays for Future released a 
statement ahead of the strike that 
drew links between the climate 
crisis and capitalism. 

It said, “The catastrophic cli- 
mate scenario that we live in is the 
result of centuries of exploitation 
and oppression through colonial- 
ism, extractivism and capitalism, 
an essentially flawed socio-eco- 
nomic model that urgently needs 


Sophie Squire 


BACK STORY 


The global Fridays for Future 
movement has helped make 
climate change a vital issue 


@The first school strike was 
organised by Greta Thunberg in 
August 2018 

@The following year saw around 
2,200 strikes organised in 125 
countries 

@This week's actions are 
expected to be big in Germany, 
the US and in Australia 


to be replaced. It’s a system where 
rich nations are responsible for 92 
percent of global emissions, and the 
richest 1 percent of the world popu- 
lation are responsible for double the 
pollution produced by the poorest 50 
percent.” 

The strikes could not come at a 
more important time as extreme 
weather events continue and 
temperatures keep rising. 

A new report has found that vast 
sections of the Great Barrier Reef in 
Australia have been severely dam- 
aged by coral bleaching caused by 
climate change. 

The bleaching was the result of 
abnormally warm ocean water tem- 
peratures—especially from 2016 to 
2018. 


Recover 

Greenpeace Australia campaigner 
Martin Zavan told Sky News, “Corals 
can take 10-15 years to recover from 
bleaching-induced heat stress, and 
with little time between bleaching 
events as climate change worsens, 
it’s almost impossible for corals to 
survive”. 

The destruction of coral reefs 
could have a tragic effect on the 
health and biodiversity of the 
world’s oceans. 

Socialists should back the 
Climate Strikes on Friday and rage 
against a system that is suffocating 
the planet. 


For more info about a strike near you 
go to fridaysforfuture.org/ 


INTERNATIONAL@@% 


SCHOOL STRIKES demanded action on climate change in 2019 


War brings threat of hunger and revolt 


WAR IN Ukraine is shattering food 
supply chains, being used to drive 
up prices, and potentially causing 
revolt. 

In Lebanon since the start of 
March, flour has disappeared from 
the shops and the price of bread 
has increased by 70 percent. 

Egypt, the world’s largest 
wheat importer, relies on Russia 
and Ukraine for more than 
80 percent of its wheat purchased 
on international markets. Its 
subsidised bread programme, 
which feeds 70 million people, is 
under severe strain. 

Uncertainty surrounding 
exports from both countries have 
kept wheat prices two-thirds 
higher than a year ago. The UN 


The price of bread is rising in Egypt 


International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (Ifad) said the 
impact of rising food prices and 
crop shortages was already being 
felt in the Middle East and north 
Africa. 

“This could cause an escalation 
of hunger and poverty with dire 
implications for global stability,” 
said Gilbert Houngbo, Ifad 
president. 

The Financial Times wrote 
nervously on Monday, “A food 
crisis in 2007-08 caused by 
droughts in key wheat and rice- 
producing countries and a surge 
in energy prices led to riots in 
more than 40 countries around the 
world.” We say bring on the riots— 
and revolutions. 


Europe cuts safety as Covid spikes again 


BORIS JOHNSON’S disastrous 
lifting of all Covid restrictions 
in Britain is one factor behind 
other completing countries now 
following his lead. 

That’s despite shocking rises 
in infection levels across Europe 
and beyond. 

Germany’s parliament last 
week voted to loosen Covid 
restrictions regardless of the 
record numbers of new cases. 

As the MPs changed relaxed 
the rules last Tuesday, the 
country’s disease control agency 
reported a record incidence 


rate of 1,607 new infections 
per 100,000 people in the last 
seven days—one of the highest 
in Europe. 

Many believe even these 
figures are artificially low 
because testing facilities have 
reached full capacity. 


Suffering 
France, which has also lifted 
restrictions, is also reporting a 
month on month rise in infection 
rates. 

Austria is suffering a sharp 
spike in infections, but there 


the government is trying to face 
both ways. It has reintroduced 
compulsory mask wearing, while 
reducing the quarantine time for 
health workers with the virus. 

Governments across Europe 
and business leaders are driving 
moves to end restrictions 
because they hope to return to 
full production and hoover up 
the markets of competitors. 

And, that’s also why the media 
have turned its attention away 
from a disease that is still killing 
thousands of people across 
Europe every day. 


LETTERS 


War, the 
West and 


the oceans 


IMPERIALIST rivalries 
driving Nato’s expansion 
across Europe to Russia’s 
borders and Russia’s war on 
Ukraine are being 
replicated across the 
world’s oceans. 

Earlier this year, US-led 
Nato forces ran 12 days of 
naval exercises called 
Neptune Strike 22 in the 
Mediterranean. 

This involved the 
enormous aircraft carrier 
USS Harry Truman, costing 
over £3.5 billion. 

They had been in the 
Mediterranean since 
December to “reassure” 
Europeans. 

Meanwhile, Iran, Russia 
and China recently held 
similar naval exercises 
across the Indian ocean. 

The US regularly sends 
warships into the South 
China Sea to imply it can 
go anywhere and do what 
it likes. The USS Harry 
Truman was in waters off 
Norway this month with 
other Nato ships and 
thousands of troops. 

Britain’s ruling class is also 
guilty of this vast, polluting, 
dangerous waste of 
resources. In December 2021 
the House of Commons 
defence committee said, 
“We're going to need a 
bigger Navy”. 

Part of this is the 
submarine-based Trident 
nuclear missiles the 
Labour Party continues to 
support. 

None of this makes any 
of us any safer. 

The constant pushing by 
imperialist powers at each 
other’s borders and 
squaring up to each other 
on land and sea is more 
likely to make tensions 
worse. 

Sarah Ensor 
Manchester 


We shouldn’t shoulder 
the cost of rising bills 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ 
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the Covid pandemic Is over 


I WAS about to set off to join the 
Stop the War Coalition’s demo 
against the war in Ukraine earlier 
this month when I got a message 
from my workplace WhatsApp 
group. 

A colleague alerted us that they 
had just tested positive with 
coronavirus. 

A minute later another 
colleague messaged the group 
that they had tested positive. 
Then another. 

I did a lateral flow test and 
found I was positive too, with my 
second bout of the illness. I 
wasn’t going to the demo. 

My workplace has taken the 
pandemic very seriously. 

Yet out of an office of nine 
workers, five of us came down 
with coronavirus last week. 


However, the pandemic is no 
longer headline news. The 
mainstream news has moved on. 

Of course, events such as the 
war in Ukraine need to be 
covered, but the pandemic has 
not gone away. 

Data from the Zoe Covid study 
app, the largest community 
monitoring of Covid in the world, 
suggest there are over 250,000 
daily cases of Covid in Britain. 
One in 24 people are infected. 

Infection rates are highest 
across Scotland, London, and the 
south east and are on the 
increase among those aged 55 
and over. 

In the London borough of 
Hackney where I live, the number 
of coronavirus cases rose by 
30 percent. 


regularly. Floods in Brisbane 
and New South Wales 


There were over 1,085 daily 
cases in the first week after the 
Tories lifted the remaining 
coronavirus restrictions. 

On Thursday, 17 March there 
was a 47 percent increase in 
infections from the previous 
week. 

That’s a record high in the 
number of cases recorded in one 
day. 

The coronavirus remains a very 
real threat to us all, with key 
workers most at risk of infection. 

Socialist Worker must keep up 
its coverage of the ongoing 
coronavirus crisis. 

We cannot let the Tories get 
away with peddling the myth that 
the pandemic is “over”. 

Sasha Simic 
East London 


Feeling the climate crisis in Australia 


AN AUSTRALIAN court has 
overturned a plea that 


scary. It’s likely that when 
things dry out there could be 
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C] 
‘Nuclear war’ 


is extinction 


EVEN AS a kid in 
the 1980s | thought 
“nuclear war” was a 
misnomer. You cannot 
wage a proper war with 
nuclear weapons. 
Anyone who is 
pro-nuclear weapon and 
over 18 should watch 
the film Threads. Would 
anyone really want to go 
through the horrors of a 
nuclear attack and life 
afterwards? 
S Burden 
Essex 


How do cops 
get away? 


IT’S OUTRAGE after 
outrage with the Met 
Police—what is it about 
them? 
| presume they think 
that they can get away 
with anything as they’re 
so pumped up with their 
own authority. 
Keith Cacahuete 
On Facebook 


Tanked up on 
war fever 


KEIR STARMER’S recent 
little photoshoot with 
Nato tanks in Estonia 
last week shows that 
Labour has lost all of its 
principles. 

David Seddon 

On Twitter 


Labour is 
anti-worker 


AFTER SEEING Socialist 
Worker’s article about 
Coventry Labour council 
suspending a union 

rep, | want to say that 
Labour has always 
attacked workers. 

Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown did 
nothing to change 
anti-trade union laws 
when they were in 
government. Sir Keir is 
cut from the same cloth. 

meintosh73 
On Twitter 


Don’t forget 
long Covid 


IT 1S shameful that 
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GAS PRICES were already 
soaring and they’re 


requires the environment 
minister to consider the 


if ordinary people just 
turn down their 


wildfires again next summer 
because it keeps getting 


earlier this year were much 
worse than they have been 


those in power are 
trying to say that 


shooting up even higher thermostat then things climate risk to children in many years. hotter. the‘oandemic is 
with the Russian invasion | will be ok. when approving fossil fuel The amount of rain that Already children are Wel capecialy when 
of Ukraine. This is an All of this puts the projects. fell from the sky was just thinking about whether they probably millions of 


While the case admitted 
that climate change will 
have a massive impact on 
the lives of future 
generations it was still 
sadly dismissed. 

Growing numbers of 
people in Australia are 
terrified about the impact of 
climate change. We are 
seeing once rare floods 
happening much more 


imperialist war, and it’s 
going to be us workers 
that pay the bill. 

And it’s the most 
vulnerable who are going 
to be hit hardest— 
especially workers on low 
pay and benefits, who 
have to spend a high 
proportion of their 
income on heating. 

Commentators say that 


responsibility on us for 
this crisis and lets the fat 
cats off the hook. 

We need to build a 
mass movement to 
demand change, starting 
with nationalising the 
energy firms to bring 
down prices and carrying 
out a green transition. 

Liam Condron-Farnos 
Plymouth 


should move from the places 
they grew up in. Students 
are organising climate 
strikes in all the major 
Australian cities this week. 
Hope for climate justice 
must come from them, it 
would be dangerous to put 
any faith in the court system 
or those in power. 
Jasmine Fischer 
Melbourne 


us are coping with the 
effects of long Covid. 
| went from being a 
broadly healthy person 
to someone who hasn’t 
been quite the same 
months on. Even my 
memory has been 
affected. The pandemic 
is not over for us. 
Bradley Macmillan 
Colchester 


Students are organising again 
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want us to cénpare ie ‘treatment df weaker nations to 
that of Russia. But from Somalia to Palestine, the West 
and its allies are busy killing, starving and terrorising 
some of the world’s poorest people. Yuri Prasad and 
Charlie Kimber reveal the truth 


HE LEADERS of the West 

want us to focus solely 

on the carnage of war in 

Ukraine. We are told that 

it is a “unique” conflict 

primarily because it takes 
place in Europe and involves “people 
like us.” 

Any attempt to test the morality of 
this assumption, to compare how the 
war in Ukraine has been presented to 
conflicts elsewhere, is met with liberal 
outrage. 

Even to suggest that the destroyed 
lives of people in Yemen and Somalia 
are of equal value to those being bombed 
by Russia is to risk being insulted as 
“providing cover for president Putin”. 

Such put downs are designed to stop 
us seeing a pattern of injustice created 
by imperialist conflict. 

And they allow the war in Ukraine 
to be presented as though it is without 
history, without causes and beyond 
understanding. The only explanation is 
to say that president Putin is a unique 
villain and a “New Hitler”. 

Here Socialist Worker exposes some 
of the West’s conflicts to the scrutiny 
that politicians and the media are only 
too happy to turn away from. 


A British-made 
Tornado jet in the 
colours of the Royal 
Saudi Arabian 
Airforce (top) and the 
British-made cluster 
bombs they drop on 
Yemen (above) 


Yemen The poorest 
country in the Middle 
East is being bombed 
by one of the richest, 
Saudi Arabia 


AS BORIS Johnson made his way to 
meet with Saudi Arabia's crown prince 
Mohammed bin Salman this week he 
had one thing in mind—trading Yemeni 
blood for Saudi oil. 

Saudi forces have bombarded 
Yemeni people into near oblivion. 

But instead of condemnation 
Johnson has agreed to ignore those 
horrors in return for increased oil 
production to fill in for the millions of 
barrels lost to sanctions on Russia. 

Yemen is the poorest country in the 
Middle East, and the result of the war 
has been devastating. 

More than 12,000 civilians have died 
in the fighting, and over four million 
people have been forced to flee their 
homes. 

Despite moves to try and stop the 
flow of hi-tech weaponry to Saudi 


AYEMENI child is transported to 
a hospital after being wounded 


in an airstrike on the Houthi 
stronghold of Saada in 2018 


Boris johnson meeting Saudi crown prince Mohammed bin Salman last week 


forces Britain remains at the forefront 
of countries profiting from the carnage. 

Arms dealers have supplied 
British-made Typhoon and Tornado 
jets that drop British-made cluster 
bombs onto hospitals, schools, and 
even refugee camps. 

Why are Saudi Arabia and its 
Western allies so determined to 
devastate Yemen? 

The answer is familiar—they are 
propping up a dictatorship. 

The revolutionary wave of 2011's 
Arab Spring gave rise to a revolt in 


Yemen that drove out the dictator Ali 
Saleh. But the compromise deal that 
followed allowed his former deputy 
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi to take the 
reins. 

Soon the Houthi religious 
movement, which champions the 
Zaidi Shia Muslim minority, launched a 
rebellion of their own. 

Having conquered the north of the 
country, they moved southwards, 
towards Hadi's stronghold. 

While their drive into the south 
was heavily contested, many ordinary 


Yemenis, including some Sunni 
Muslims, backed them against the 
corrupt regime. 

The Saudi ruling class, fearing that 
a Houthi-led Yemen would align itself 
to Iran, set about building a coalition 
among mostly Sunni Arab states—and 
the US, Britain and France. 

In the wake of the disastrous war 
on Iraq, the West could not tolerate 
Iranian victory in the region. 

The air assaults on Yemen were, 
according to Saudi officials, only 
supposed to last weeks. 

But seven years later a deadly 
military stalemate exists. 

Missiles launched by the coalition 
are met by ballistic missiles and drone 
attacks on Saudi Arabia. 

Meanwhile in Yemen itself, civil war 
rages with different groups trying to 
mark out their own territory. 

Joe Biden promised in his first 
speech as US president that ending 
the war in Yemen was a key goal. 

But US diplomacy has achieved 
nothing. 

Instead imperial rivals have flooded 
the country with enough arms to keep 
the conflict going for many years to 
come. 


US troops in Somalia 


Malians hold a photo 
of Colonel Assimi 
Goita, leader of Mali’s 
military junta, and 
Russia’s flag during 

a demonstration last 
year 


Israel deliberately 
fired missiles into 
civilian areas of South 
Beirut during its 2006 
invasion of Lebanon 


Somalia The target 
of great powers since 
its independence 

in 1960 


THE US military and lawmakers are 
pushing president Joe Biden to station 
hundreds of commandos in Somalia to 
fight the al-Shabaab Islamist group. It 
would be another phase in Somalia’s 
decades-long agony at the hands of 
imperialism. 

The US has conducted a largely 
secret war against the group since 
2007. The US Africa Command has 
launched hundreds of airstrikes, 
killing thousands of people. But it has 
admitted to only a single case of killing 
civilians. 

Abdullahi Hassan, Amnesty 
International’s Somalia researcher, 
wrote in 2020, “The US military should 


not be allowed to continue to paint 
its civilian victims as ‘terrorists’ while 
leaving grieving families in the lurch.” 

He added that some of the attacks 
“amount to apparent violations of 
international humanitarian law”. 

Somalia has been a target of 
the great powers ever since its 
independence in 1960. 

It has a strategic position with close 
access to the oil shipping lanes of the 
Red Sea and the Persian Gulf. This 
made it a prize during the Cold War 
between Russia and the US. 


Resented 

In 1992 the US invaded, using famine 
as a pretext. Initially welcomed, the US 
soon became hated. 

Massacres, torture and virulent 
racism by the US-led forces made 
them deeply resented and eventually 
resistance forced a humiliating US 
withdrawal. 

Amid the chaos and poverty caused 


by the US intervention, various Islamist 
groups emerged offering stability. They 
won widespread popularity compared 
to what had gone before. They were 
pushed out by a Western-backed 
invasion led by Ethiopian forces. 

The present government in Somalia 
survives only because it is backed by 
20,000 African Union (AU) troops and 
the political support of the US. But 
the US has now begun implementing 
sanctions against some Somali leaders 
because the government has been so 
slow to hold elections. 

These would be useful in 
camouflaging the reality of outside 
control. The AU troops are widely 
unpopular because of their brutal 
treatment of local people. But the UN 
is poised later this month to clear them 
to remain for years more. 

This is the climate in which 
al-Shabaab has grown. Its soldiers have 
repeatedly seized territory from the 
government. 


Mali Anew frontier 
in an old Cold War 
battle 


IN MALI, West Africa, many people 
are welcoming the arrival of 
Russian mercenaries—because the 
departing French troops were such a 
murderous disaster. 

President Emmanuel Macron was 
forced to announce last month that 
he will pull French forces out of the 
country after a nine-year occupation. 

Buttressed by racist ideas about 
“backward Africans” it was always 
against Malian people’s interests. 

Mali was a French colony until 
1960 and the government in Paris 
has always intervened to shape who 
rules. 

This is to control the region and 
its important resources. 

Around 70 percent of French 
electricity is generated by nuclear 
power. It relies on uranium mining 
in the region. Mali’s Taoudeni Basin, 
a massive oilfield that stretches 600 
miles from Mauritania across Mali 


and into Algeria, is very important 
for French oil giant Total. 

And Mali is Africa’s third largest 
gold producer, its industry riddled 
with British, South African and other 
multinationals. 

Hundreds of British troops also 
went to bolster the occupation. 

Instead of bringing promised 
security against groups affiliated to 
Al Qaeda and Isis groups, the foreign 
forces swiftly became unpopular as 
they killed civilians. 

An infamous French aerial attack 
on a wedding party in the village of 
Bounti in January 2021 killed dozens 
of people who had no connection 
with Islamist rebellion. 


Intervention 

The French continue to insist the 
raid murdered “armed jihadists”. But 
that’s totally denied by eyewitnesses 
and even the United Nations says the 
French are wrong. 

Bitterness at decades of 
neo-colonial rule and French 
intervention saw Islamist groups 
prosper and spread to other countries 
such as Burkina Faso and Niger. In 


January hundreds of thousands of 
people, perhaps millions, joined 
demonstrations encouraged by 
the Malian government against 
Western-backed sanctions. 

Some of the protesters waved 
Russian flags. 

The repressive Malian government 
turned to the Wagner Group, one of 
Russia’s private military companies. 

Like Western “contractors”, such 
as Blackwater Security Consulting in 
Iraq, Wagner offers soldiers for hire. 

And its state backer can also offer 
valuable diplomatic support at the 
United Nations and in other forums 
to resist US pressure. 

Wagner is also active in the 
Central African Republic (CAR) 
where its mercenaries arrived 
in 2018 after another French 
withdrawal. The president’s armed 
guard is staffed by Russians. 

Russian companies have access 
to the CAR’s considerable diamond 
reserves in return. 

Imagine how angry you would 
have to be at Western occupation 
to celebrate the arrival of Russian 
mercenaries. 


Palestine Inspiration 
for Putin’s invasion 
in decades of Israeli 
war on its neighbours 


ALMOST EVERY criticism of president 
Putin’s war on Ukraine finds an echo in 
Israel’s war on Palestine. 

Illegal invasion, indiscriminate 
bombing, targeting civilian populations, 
ethnic cleansing and the creation of 
millions of refugees are all outrages 
that both Russia and Israel are guilty of. 

The Israeli state was founded in 
1948 out of a ruthless colonial war to 
drive Arabs out of much of the historic 
state of Palestine. Gangs of uniformed 
thugs spread fear by massacring 
civilians and ethnically cleansing the 
land they wished to control. 

As many as 850,000 Palestinians 
were forced to become refugees. 

The British, which had controlled 
Palestine from 1918, had encouraged 
expansionist Jewish settlements 
as a bulwark against rising Arab 
nationalism. 

Now the colonisers took advantage 
of Britain’s crumbling empire to take 


over the whole of the territory. In the 
wake of the horrors of the Second 
World War, settlements grew rapidly 
and Zionists moved to clear out 
Palestine’s original inhabitants. 

The 1967 Six Day War saw Israel 
expand still further to take absorb the 
West Bank, the Gaza Strip and the 
Golan Heights. 

Though illegal under international 
law, no Western power sought to stop 
the appropriations, and few in the 
mainstream wanted to discuss the 
racism that accompanied the move. 


Captives 

Palestinians, trapped in “occupied 
territories” are today still held as 
captives of the Israeli state. 

There have been various United 
Nations resolutions that declare the 
occupation illegal, and the building of 
new Jewish settlements there in direct 
contravention of its rulings. 

But the so-called international 
community is silent. Time and again, 
Israel has violated the national 
sovereignty of its neighbouring 
countries with military invasions— 
without fear of even mild rebuke. 

In 1982, Israel invaded Lebanon in a 
bid to destroy the Palestine Liberation 


Organisation. The International Red 
Cross estimated that 9,583 people died 
in the first week of the assault. 

The casualties were overwhelmingly 
Palestinian, Lebanese and Syrian. 
Israeli dead numbered 368. 

In 2006 Israel invaded again in a 
bid to smash the Hezbollah movement 
and its military forces. At least 1,191 
people were killed, with around a third 
thought to be children. 

No Western politician then raised 
the possibility of a “no-fly zone”, 
because Israeli jets were key to its 
military superiority. And no Western 
state has imposed sanctions because 
imperialism depends on Israel to help 
it dominate the Middle East. 

Israel’s pattern of aggression without 
international condemnation continues 
today. 

In May last year Israel launched 
three strikes that killed 62 Palestinian 
civilians where, according to the 
Human Rights Watch group, there 
were no evident military targets. 

That clearly meets the definition 
of a “war crime”. But don’t expect the 
Israeli state to be in the dock of the 
International Criminal Court any time 
soon. That kind of “justice” is reserved 
only for the West’s enemies. 
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These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating anew society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people. 

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions. 
To join us, turn to page 16 or 
go to www.swp.org.uk or 
phone 020 7840 5602 


WHAT’S ONY 


RUSSIAN FORCES are on the move, but Nato escalation is no answer 


WAR IN UKRAIN 


HARLOW 

Why Nato is not the answer 
to Putin’s invasion 

Thu 31 Mar, 7.30pm 
832-8746-7480 


HUDDERSFIELD 

Why Nato is not the answer 
to Putin’s invasion 

Wed 30 Mar, 6.30pm 

290 168 1804 


LONDON: HARINGEY 

War in Ukraine —is the Marxist theory 
of imperialism still relevant? 

Wed 30 Mar, 7.30pm 

Kurdish Community Centre, 11 Portland 
Gardens, Harringay Ladder, N44 1HU 
4593-881-576 


LONDON:SOUTH EAST, 
Why Nato is not the answer 
to Putin’s invasion 

Thu 31 Mar, 7pm 
529-913-6390 


LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST, 

War in Ukraine —Is the Marxist theory 
of imperialism still relevant? 

Wed 30 Mar, 7.30pm 

William Morris Community Centre, 

6-8 Greenleaf Rd, E17 6QQ 
543-023-057 


OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY, 

War in Ukraine —is the Marxist theory 
of imperialism still relevant? 

Wed 30 Mar, 7pm 

861-2001-6477 


PORTSMOUTH 

War in Ukraine —Is the Marxist theory 
of imperialism still relevant? 

Wed 30 Mar, 7.30pm 

488-934-2809 


SWANSEA & WEST WALES 

War in Ukraine —Is the Marxist theory 
of imperialism still relevant? 

Thu 31 Mar, 7pm 

902-964-963 


ABERDEEN 
Education,racism and class 
Wed 30 Mar, 7.30pm 


BRIGHTON & HOVE 
Politics of the mind— 
Marxism and mental distress 


894-2628-7708 Thu 31 Mar, 
BLACK COUNTRY, 6.30pm 
SHROPS & STAFFORD 818-9286-5617 
Covid, cronyism and war— BRISTOL 


From WWIto Vietnam—how 
people power has ended wars 
Thu 31 Mar, 7.30pm 
688-397-3148 

CAMBRIDGE 

Inflation and the cost of living 


can the Tories make us pay? 
Wed 30 Mar, 7.30pm 
914-9548-1031 

BRADFORD 

Inflation and the cost of 
living crisis—how can we 


make the bosses pay? crisis— why are prices rising? 
Thu 31 Mar, Thu 31 Mar, 
7pm 7.30pm 


885-9187-7552 681-800-4408 


BOOKMARKS 


The Labour Party— 

a Marxist History 

by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
reTaleh@jar-laltca Gian) e\cler ves mele, 


CARDIFF 

Arebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg 
Wed 30 Mar, 7.30pm 
630-181-4857 
CHESTERFIELD 

War, fossil fuels and 
the environment 
Thu 31 Mar, 

7pm 

828-532-8731 

EAST MIDLANDS 

The revolutionary ideas 
of Rosa Luxemburg 
Wed 30 Mar, 

7pm 

354-874-4790 


The Socialist Workers Party continues to hold mostly online meetings during 

the pandemic. This ensures that there can still be collective and safe discussion, 
organising and actions. Occasionally branches will hold in-person meetings with 
precautions taken for a safe environment. 


Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the Zoom 
app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for your local 
meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 


You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537. 


Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page 
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 


and other updates. 


EDINBURGH 

Can technology save us 
from climate catastrophe? 
Wed 30 Mar, 7.30pm 
431-459-112 

HOME COUNTIES 
Universities to P&O—strikes, 
unions and the fightback 
Thu 31 Mar,6.30pm 
8341-170-103 

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE 
Inflation and the cost of 
living crisis—how can we 
make the bosses pay? 

Thu 31 Mar, 7pm 

Friends Meeting House, 23 
Meeting House Ln, LA1 1TX 
992-204-9372 

LEEDS 

National freedom and 

the Russian Revolution 

Thu 31 Mar, 7pm 

The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
Woodhouse, LS3 1AD 
881-4770-0676 


Weyman Bennett, £3 
PHONE 020 76371848 WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 


LIVERPOOL 

Inflation and the cost of 
living crisis—how can we 
make the bosses pay? 
Wed 30 Mar, 6.30pm 
Friends Meeting House, 

22 School Ln, L1 3BT 
493-925-5919 

LONDON: HACKNEY 
Pamphlet launch:The 
Shadow of Stalin, 

Thu 31 Mar, 7.30pm 
Halkevi Community Centre, 
31-33, Dalston Lane, E8 3DF 
854-8245-8715 
LONDON:ISLINGTON, 
Arebel’s guide to Lenin 
Thu 31 Mar,7pm 
874-012-7970 
LONDON:WEST & NORTHWEST 
Inflation and the cost of 
living crisis—how can we 
make the bosses pay? 
Thu 31 Mar, 

7.30pm 

860-0226-3484 


Does privilege Transgender 
explain racism? Resistance 
by Esme Choonara, by Laura Miles 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad and £10 


MANCHESTER, 

The origins of racism 
and how to fight it, 

Wed 30 Mar, 7pm 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, M2 5NS 
NEWCASTLE 

Is Britain becoming 

a police state? 

Wed 30 Mar, 7pm 
Tyneside Irish Centre, 

43 Gallowgate, NE14SG 
368-595-2712 

NORTH EAST SCOTLAND, 
Education, racism and class 
Wed 30 Mar, 7.30pm 
894-2628-7708 
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE 

Racism, class and revolution 
Thu 31 Mar, 7pm 

Central United Reform 
Church, 60 Norfolk St, 
Sheffield City Centre, 
$12JB 

528-174-9278 
SOUTHAMPTON 

Why capitalism leads to war 
Thu 31 Mar, 7.30pm 
381-513-5080 

WIGAN 

The Easter Rising 1916— 
the rebellion that rocked 
the British state 

Thu 31 Mar, 7pm 
894-2628-7708 

YORK & SCARBOROUGH 
Pamphlet launch:The 
Shadow of Stalin 

Wed 30 Mar, 7.30pm 
827-489-7492 


CONTACT 
THE SWP 


Phone 020 7840 5600 
Email enquiries@ 
swp.org.uk 
Post PO Box 74955 
London E16 9EJ 


REVIEWS & CULTURE 


Musical tells inspiring true 
Story of workers power 


Yes! Yes! UCS! remembers the 15-month work-in by workers at Upper Clyde 
Shipyards fighting for the right to work over 50 years ago, writes Phil Turner 


JOHN LENNON famously sent a 
huge bunch of red roses—and a 
big donation—to Scottish workers 
at UCS shipyards as they staged a 
work-in to save their jobs. 

Solidarity bloomed from thousands 
of rank and file workers nationally 
and internationally, inspiring more 
than 200 occupations and strikes 
across Britain in the months ahead. 

A spirit of workers’ power growing 
out of the work-in between 1971-72 
is brilliantly captured in Yes! Yes! 
UCS! written by Neil Gore. 

Thousands of workers across 
four shipyards united in defiance of 
the Tory government to strike and 
occupy. 

The story is told through the 
characters of two young women, 
Aggie McGraw and “Eddy” Edson—a 
vivid double act with powerful 
singing voices. Opposites in their 
personalities, they come together 
working in the Govan yard. 


Comedic 

In Aggie, fresh-faced and ready to 
fight any injustice, Janie Thomson 
brings great comedic skills and a 
generosity of spirit. 

Her infectious laugh and manner 
stay in the memory. 

Naive, yet learning about politics 
fast, Aggie blossoms through the 
work-in. She speaks at a Tate & Lyle 
sugar company mass meeting, and 
ends up a shop steward and later 
union official. 

Heather Gourdie’s Eddy is her 
perfect foil, tough yet tender as she 
poignantly keeps watch over her 
dying Communist Party dad while 
painting his portrait. 

Cool, chain-smoking, Eddy dreams 
of art school to take her out of the 
drawing office. The play evocatively 


sets the political scene with a song of 
Red Clydeside and the rent strike in 
the 1920s organised by women. 
Immaculately directed by Louise 
Townsend, the slick animations of 
Scarlett Rickard and Jonny Halifax 


DOUBLE ACT Aggie (left) and Eddy come together in the oO 


= 
— 


— — —— 


ccupation 


with Ruth Darling’s design create a 
backdrop of resistance. The fight is 
on. 

Gore—who also gives voice to 
Tony Benn and Tory minister John 
Davies—cleverly uses songs from 


the time to evoke the period. They 
sit alongside new ones written with 
musical director Beth Porter. 

UCS was part of an explosion of 
workers’ militancy after the Ted 
Heath-led Tory government came to 
office after winning the 1970 general 
election. 

Given the chance, workers can, 
and did, respond. 

Even before the work-in began, 
100,000 workers in Glasgow struck on 
in June 1971 with 50,000 marching 
through the city in solidarity with 
UGS. 

Many delegations from factories 
and shipyards across Britain joined 
the march. 


Popular 

The workers’ action was hugely 
popular. In August 1971 200,000 
Scottish workers struck in support of 
UCS and 80,000 marched in Glasgow. 

Workers fought for all four yards 
to stay open, rejecting partial deals 
until October 1972 when the fourth 
shipyard was taken over. 

The work-in showed workers could 
resist. And with strikes by miners and 
dockers to follow, the fightback could 
have gone further. 

Heath was finally sunk when 
miners struck for four weeks in 
1974 and he was kicked out at the 
election. 

UCS is a magnificent reminder of 
the rank and file power to push back 
against nasty Tory governments. 

At the end of the play Aggie looks 
back from the viewpoint of 1984, 
saying the Tories haven’t changed 
and they haven’t forgotten. Neither 
should we forget the lessons for 
today. 


Yes! Yes! UCS! |s now touring. Go to 
townsendproductions.org.uk for dates 


How disabled activists led the way in direct action 


THEN BARBARA MET ALAN 
Available now on BBC iPlayer 


THEN BARBARA met Alan 
chronicles the turbulent 
and radical relationship of 
disability rights activists 
Barbara “wanda” Lisicki 
and Alan Holdsworth, 
founders of the Direct 
Action Network. 

It places itself in 
staunch opposition to the 
typical representations 
of disabled people in the 
media. 

The decision to cast 


genuinely disabled actors 
is still—depressingly—a 
radical idea. 

Barbara and Alan are 
unapologetic protesters 
with complete disdain for 
societal pity. 

As a group run by and 
for disabled people, the 
story of The Direct Action 
Network is worthy of 
being told. 

But the show has a 
confusing tone. 

It is half 90s nostalgia, 
with camcorder-esque 
cinematography and DIY 
punk graphics, and half 
dark romantic drama. 


a 


The real Barbara Lisicki (left), 
played by Ruth Madeley (right) 


mass protest. 


The film feels rushed 
and confusing at times, 
and the tension between 
the two lead characters 
sometimes undercuts the 
political action scenes of 


The docudrama has 
some bright moments, 
with a sense of victory that 
comes when a long fight 
ends in real legal change. 

But the film ends with 
an almost sour note, with 
the acceptance of the 
disability discrimination 
act of 1995. The bill was 
fiercely fought for by 
the movement, and yet 


brought little genuine 
legal change—something 
the show itself highlights. 

In the final scene, the 
real Barbara Lisicki joins 
her fictionalised self. 

She criticises her 
character’s gratefulness 
for the meagre 
discrimination laws of the 
past 20 years. 

The real Barbara seems 
to be more punk and 
radical than her televised 
depiction—something 
that the blurry handheld 
camera work can’t make 
up for. 

Lola Bhlaire 
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23 March 2022 


SKINT 
Continues Friday at 1.15 am on 
BBC4, and on BBC iPlayer 


BBC Arts presents Skint, a 
selection of monologues 
about poverty. 

From market stalls at risk 
of gentrification, through to 
vengeful waitresses, these 
monologues paint a stark 
picture of lives lived at the 
margins. 

They also highlight the 
strength to be found in 
community and the power 
of hope. 

In one episode, Hannah 
and her husband, both 
on zero hours contracts, 
have found it hard to 
find accommodation for 
themselves and their baby 
son. 

Living in a cramped 
and shared space, Hannah 
reflects on her anger and 
muses on what it means to 


Tasha—punished for being poor 


be a mother on the brink, 
while being determined that 
her son will enjoy his first 
birthday. 

In another, single mum 
Tasha is doing community 
service, litter picking after 
spending money mistakenly 
credited to her bank 
account. 

As she recalls the 
circumstances leading up 
to her time on the hillside, 
Tasha thinks back to the 
warm, magical feeling 
of having money in her 
account, even if it wasn’t 
hers to spend. 


HOSPITAL—ROAD TO 
RECOVERY 

9pm, Thu 24 Mar and then on 
BBC iPlayer 


IN MARCH 2020, as the 
country entered lockdown, 
Hospital revealed the 
frontline of medicine at the 
Royal Free in London. 

Now, two years on, 
it revisits the trust as it 
implements its recovery 
programme and tackles the 
longest waiting lists in the 
NHS’s history. 

It follows the journeys 
of the patients starting to 
receive their long-awaited 
surgeries and the staff who 
treat them as the trust 
grapples with the challenge 
of recovering from the 
impact of the last two 
years. 
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LAINE Brown 

is one of the 

last surviving 

leaders of the 

Black Panther 

Party. The 
revolutionary group was 
famed for its uncom- 
promising fight against 
racism and capitalism 
in the United States in 
the late 1960s and early 
1970s. 

In particular, the 
Panthers were known for 
their Marxism and for being 
prepared to bear arms. 

Brown was a talented 
rank and file member who 
joined the organisation at 
its high point in 1968. She 
rose to become the editor of 
its newspaper, its minister of 
information and, ultimately 
in 1973, its chairwoman. 

As the group struggled 
to survive state assassina- 
tions, bomb attacks and 
FBI-instigated internal fights, 
Brown held the Panthers 
together. 

She talked to Socialist 
Worker about revolution and 
the themes of her republished 
book, A Taste of Power—A 
Black Woman’s Story. 

We began by discussing the 
wave of Black Lives Matter 
protests that followed the 
police murders of George 
Floyd and Breonna Taylor. And 
we talked about the differences 
between those fights and the 
struggles of fifty years ago. 

“T have said many times 
that I don’t see where there’s a 
movement here. There’s just a 
slogan,” Brown declared. “The 
only thing that is similar is the 
process of becoming aware of 
the conditions that cause so 
much pain.” 

For Brown the key questions 
are strategy and political 
organisation. In this she insists 
there are marked differences 
between what was happening 
in late 1960s America and what 
is happening now. 

“T don’t see anything like 
the Black Panther Party or 
the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee or the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Organisation, or any other 
organisation that has been 
formed as a result of this 
collective rage,” she said. 

“Certainly not one that is 
actually addressing the causes 
of the problems. 


Murder 

“Who is dealing with all of 
the issues that George Floyd’s 
murder represents, which are 
the poverty of black people, 
the continued oppressive state, 
and so on? 

“IT don’t see anyone 
challenging the United States 
government.” 

Brown has clearly thought 
hard about why no organisa- 
tion emerged from Black Lives 
Matter protests of 2020. At its 
height this movement was able 
to mobilise thousands of people 
often in pitched battles with the 
police. 

“There are things that are 


HISTORY & THEORY &) 2 


nther Party co-founder Huey Newton (centre, left) greet a San Fra 


ncisco crowd in 1977 


‘REVOLUTION 
IS MY GOAL’ 


INTERVIEW WITH FORMER 
BLACK PANTHER ELAINE BROWN 


With her classic book newly republished, former 
Black Panther Party leader Elaine Brown spoke to 
Yuri Prasad about life in the revolutionary group, and 
anti-racism today 


Elaine Brown 


true today that were not true 
back in my day,” she explained. 

“The conditions are such that 
a number of black people have 
arrived at a level of comfort. 
They’re not really afraid of 
getting killed by the sheriff if 
they go out to vote.” 

That “comfort” is something 
that the mass movements of the 
1960s created, Brown thinks. 

“We kicked open doors to 
create these positions for elected 
officials who pretend to have 
some consciousness but don’t do 


A number of 
black people 
have now 
arrived at a 


level of comfort 
aS) 


anything.” And this “comfort” 
has in turn created “a reliance 
on the system” that promises to 
“address all these ills” without 
really demonstrating what 
unites them. 

“It’s as though they’re not 
tied together,” she added. “And, 
because of that, they are not 
really talking about capitalism. 
That’s why it doesn’t translate 
into anything concrete. 

“Dr Martin Luther King 
talked about the ‘urgency 
of now’. There’s no sense of 


urgency now.” A second reason 
for the lack of organisation that 
Brown pointed to is fear. 

“Nobody wants to give up 
anything at all to accomplish 
this. Nobody’s willing to say, 
as Dr King said, and as we in 
the Black Panther Party said, 
‘Tm ready to die for this’. And 
people did die—my comrades 
and all the other people that 
sacrificed their lives.” 

Brown also highlights the way 
the establishment and the media 
have framed the discussion of 
the fight against racism in the 
1960s and 70s. This has limited 
the narrative to one of demo- 
cratic rights in the Deep South. 

“We could see black people 
being hosed by the police. So 
today we think of civil rights as 
fighting against black people 
being hosed because that’s 
what we saw via television.” 


' Shootout 


Looking back to how she 
became a revolutionary in 
1968, Brown said she felt there 
was very little choice for people 
like her. 

“By the time I stumbled 
upon the Black Panther Party 
in Southern California, [party 
founder] Huey Newton had 
been involved in a shootout 
with police in West Oakland,” 
she explained. 

“He had become a national 
hero for black people. Not 
because he was a victim like 
George Floyd, but because he 
was alleged to have shot that 
cop that would have killed him. 

“T had been thinking that I 
was a conscious black person, 
doing my writing for the little 
newspaper in the Black Congress 
organisation I was involved in. 

“Everybody was militant. 
Everybody was everything until 
the Black Panther Party came 
and drew a line in the sand. 

“They said, ‘Well all this is 
nice, this conversation, but 
Huey Newton has just been 
charged with killing a cop.’ 

“So you're talking about 
police brutality, you’re talking 
about this stuff, but you’re 
really not making a move. So 
the difference is now going to 
be that we have to take action.” 

The question the Panthers 
put was, according to Brown, 
“Do you want to keep on 
playing around with what 
you're doing and thinking that 
you're doing something mean- 
ingful, now that you know it is 
not meaningful?” 

For Brown, the answer’s 
clear. “What else can you do 
but surrender your life to the 
revolution?” she asked. 


N THE late 1960s as 
the “revolution” grew 
to embrace women’s 
emancipation and gay 
liberation, the Black 
Panthers increasingly 
incorporated the issues into 
its programme. 

“The party was dominated 
by men. Even though there are 
people who would like to pre- 
tend that at some point it was 
mostly women, that’s just not 
true,” Brown insisted. 


“But I would say that every 
one of the sisters that I knew 
were all tough broads. And 
we had to be tough when we 
joined the party. We didn’t 
join for some man, we were 
revolutionaries. 

“The mainstream women’s 
liberation politics of the time, 
represented by people such 
as Gloria Steinem and her 
Ms. magazine, wasn’t arguing 
for fundamental change in 
America. 

“They just wanted to make 
sure women broke through 
the glass ceiling, so that we 
too could oppress people and 
become corporate leaders like 
men did. 

“But the Black Panther 
Party, and the parties we were 
affiliated with, were the only 
organisations that identified 
the question of women’s lib- 
eration and gay liberation as 
a part of our overall struggle.” 


ROWN remains 
convinced that 
revolution should 
still be the aim for 
people fighting 
for change today. 

“Ts it a goal? All I know is that 
it is my goal. We will never be 
a free people without it,” she 
exclaimed defiantly. 

“The word might be 
confusing or scary. People like 
to think that it’s some kind of 
1960s word. 

“But the bottom line is that 
the Empire of the United States, 
which has caused our enslave- 
ment, cannot continue like this. 
We cannot continue with this 
world system. 


The Black 
Panthers fought 
capitalism and 
racism in the US 
in the 1960s and 
70s (top) 

Black Lives 
Matter protests 
exploded in the 
US and globally in 
2020 (above) 


“Most people are poor, and 
yet some are so rich that it is 
almost unfathomable. 

“But in order for them to 
have that wealth the rest of 
the people have to be poor. It’s 
a requirement. I’m not alright 
with the current scheme of 
accepting mass oppression and 
poverty.” 

Looking back at her time 
in the Black Panther Party, 
Brown is rightly proud of its 
achievements. 

“My old comrades and I talk 
about it even now, and we say 
it was the best time of our lives 
and we were putting our lives 
on the line. 

“We loved the party. We 
loved being in the party. We 
loved it though it was hard.” 


READ MORE 


@A Taste of Power—A @The Panthers Can’t 
Black Woman’s Story Save Us Now: Debating 
by Elaine Brown Left Politics and Black 
Penguin Modern Classics, Lives Matter 
£10.99 Cedric Johnson 
£14.99 
@The Black Panthers 
and the revenge of the Available at 
revolution Bookmarks, the 
A Socialist Worker article socialist bookshop. 
by Yuri Prasad Phone 020 7637 1848 
bit.ly/ or go to 
BlackPanthersRevolution bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk 


ANALYSIS 


Azov, the far right and 
national myths in Ukraine 


How important are 
fascist groups such as 
the Azov regiment in 
Ukraine? Sam Ord 
looks at how they fit a 
wider pattern 


UKRAINE'S president 
Volodymyr Zelensky is 
generally right wing and 
supports US imperialism, 
however he is not a Nazi. 

But Ukrainian far 
right groups, quite small 
in themselves, prosper 
because of an explosion of 
“patriotic” ideas pushed 
out by the government. 

Like many other countries, 
including in Britain, Ukraine’s 
rulers seek to create a sense 
of national unity. They 
elevate ideas and figures 
from the past who can serve 
as a glue to bind people 
together and motivate them 
against Vladimir Putin. 

That has accelerated 
sharply since the Russian 
invasion of Crimea in 2014. 
As a Ukrainian novelist wrote 
in The Economist magazine 
this month, “The country 
used to lack national myths. 
Now they're everywhere.” 

In 2014 the Ukrainian state 
deliberately launched a new 
campaign to emphasise its 


hostility to the Russian regime. 


Building on a process that 
began earlier, this meant 
rehabilitating “anti-Soviet” 
figures who are beloved 
by the fascists such as Nazi 
collaborator Stepan Bandera. 

His Organisation of 
Ukrainian Nationalists 
was responsible for the 
murder of tens of thousands 
of Jews and Poles. 

In 2010 Bandera was 
named a “Hero of Ukraine” 
by the outgoing right wing 
president Viktor Yushchenko. 
This was part of emphasising 
ethnic divisions as austerity 
bit after the financial crisis. 

He was stripped of the title 
in 2011 under Yushchenko’s 
replacement, president 
Viktor Yanukovych. 

But when Yanukovych 
was removed by the Maidan 
revolt in 2014, Kiev’s 
city council renamed the 
citys Moscow Avenue as 
Stepan Bandera Avenue. 
This followed the Russian 
invasion of eastern Ukraine. 


THE AZOV regiment in Mariupol 


Last year another local 
council renamed a major 
stadium in western Ukraine 
after Roman Shukhevych. 

He was a leading figure in 
SS Schutzmannschaft 201. 
This was a Ukrainian 
battalion formed by the 
Nazis that participated in 
the Jewish genocide in 
Belarus and hunted down 
anti-Nazis in Ukraine. 

Banderist symbols such 
as the red and black flag 
have become “simple” 
national images and can be 
seen on some pro-Ukraine 
demonstrations. 

It’s therefore not surprising 
that groups such as the fascist 
Azov regiment can grow. 


Antisemite 

It was set up in 2014 with 
fascist and white supremacist 
subgroups integrated within 
it. Its leading figure was 

the Nazi and antisemite 
Andriy Biletsky. 

Former president Petro 
Poroshenko described Azov 
as “our best warriors” as 
they were recruited into the 
National Guard of Ukraine 
in November 2014. Azov 
members have launched 


Azov has grown 
as some Nazi 
collaborators 
were 
rehabilitated 


attacks on Roma, LGBT+ 
people and migrants. 

But they have access to 
the weaponry that Nato has 
poured into the country 
and are nestling closer to 
the centre of government. 

Olena Semyanka, a leading 
figure in the Azov regiment’s 
political arm, told Die Zeit 
magazine that she was now 
an assistant to a deputy of 
Zelensky’s ruling party. 

She added that she was 
supporting him in building 
up the International Legion 
of volunteers to come from 
across the world to fight. 

In 2015 Canada and the 
US announced that their own 
forces would not support 
or train the Azov regiment, 
citing its Nazi ties. But the 
following year the US lifted 
this ban under pressure 
from the Pentagon. 

Another militarised far 
right movement is Right 
Sector, which also fights 
against Russian-backed 
separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

As the Russian aggression 
escalated, Right Sector grew 
with support from the top. 

In December last year 
Right Sector member 
Dmytro Kotsyubaylo was 
awarded the title of Hero 
of Ukraine by Zelensky. 

There are such close links 
between Right Sector and 
the Ukrainian state that it is 
normal for schoolchildren 
to visit its training camps. 

Here they are given 
a version of Ukrainian 
history that venerates 
figures such as Bandera. 

Strengthening a right wing 
version of history has had 
very dangerous results. 
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RADICAL WOMEN 


Markievicz fought against British rule with a gun 


oe ISABEL RINGROSE 


“DRESS SUITABLY in short 
skirts and sitting boots, leave 
your jewels and gold wands in 
the bank, and buy a revolver.” 

This was the sound 
advice Countess Constance 
Markievicz gave to Irish 
women battling British 
colonial rule. 

Markievicz was a defiant 
leader in the fight for Irish 
nationalism, the first woman 
elected to the British parlia- 
ment, and committed to votes 
for women and socialism. 

She was born into the 
landowning Goore-Booth 
family in 1868 and brought 
up on their estate. 

After studying art in 
London she moved to Paris 
and married her husband 
Count Casimir Markievicz—a 
wealthy Ukrainian artist from 
a Polish family—in 1901. 

They settled in Dublin in 
1903 and socialised with 
artists who wanted to preserve 
Irish culture. 

But newspapers advocating 
for Irish independence, 
inspired her to join the repub- 
lican cause. She joined the 
nationalist Sinn Fein party in 


1908 and the revolutionary 
organisation Inghinidhe na 
hEireann—Daughters of 
Ireland. 

The following year she 
formed and ran Na Fianna 
Eireann—Soldiers of 
Ireland—a paramilitary youth 
training camp that taught 
teenage boys how to use guns. 

“Nothing could be sadder 
than to see the boys saluting 
the flag that flew in triumph 
for every defeat their nation 


CONSTANCE MARKIEVICZ, in the Irish Citizen Army uniform, with a revolver 


has known,” she explained. 

Markievicz was central to 
combating, and defeating, 
Winston Churchill’s elec- 
tion campaign in the 1908 
Manchester North West 
by-election. 

She notably drove a carriage 
and four white horses symbol- 
ising the suffrage campaign. 

A man heckled her asking 
if she could cook a dinner. 
Markievicz responded, “Yes. 
Can you drive a coach and 


four?” In 1911 she was jailed 
for the first time after speaking 
at an Irish Republican 
Brotherhood demonstration of 
30,000 people against George 
V's visit. 

Here she burnt a giant 
British flag taken from the 
Irish parliament. 

Markievicz was also a 
founder of the Irish Citizen 
Army (ICA) alongside socialist 
James Connolly in 1913. It 
defended thousands of workers 


who were locked out of 
workplaces for joining unions. 

As well as campaigning to 
keep Ireland out of the First 
World War, Markievicz took 
part in the 1916 Easter Rising 
when republicans resisted 
British rule. 

She fought on the frontline 
and supervised barricades. 
After six days the rising was 
defeated. 

At her hearing Markievicz 
said, “I went out to fight for 
Ireland’s freedom, and it does 
not matter what happens to 
me. I did what I thought was 
right.” 

She was sentenced to 
death, but unlike fighters 
such as Connolly, her 
sentence was commuted to 
life imprisonment because 
she was a woman. 


Shoot 


Upon learning this she 
exclaimed, “I do wish your lot 
had the decency to shoot me”. 

Markievicz was released in 
1917 as part of an amnesty 
only to be jailed again in 1918 
for anti-conscription activities. 

At the 1918 general election 
while in prison Markievicz was 
elected to the Westminster par- 
liament as one of 73 Sinn Fein 


MPs. Rather than taking 
their seats, the republicans 
set up the Irish Dail Eireann 
provisional government. 

Markievicz served as 
minister for labour from 1919 
to 1922. She was the second 
ever female government min- 
ister in Europe. But after the 
Irish Free State was established 
through the Anglo-Irish Treaty 
at the end of 1921, Markievicz 
left the government. 

She continued to work for 
the republican cause in the 
Irish Civil War and toured the 
United States. 


Protest 
Markievicz was again elected 
to the Dail in 1923 but in 
protest did not take her seat. 
She joined the new Fianna 
Fail party in 1926 and was 
elected to the fifth Dail in 
1927, but died a month later. 
At her funeral her former 
ICA comrade Sean O’Casey 
remarked, “One thing she 
had in abundance—physical 
courage. With that she was 
clothed as with a garment.” 


This is the fifth in a series of 
columns on radical women 
to celebrate International 
Women's Day on 8 March. 
Go to bit.ly7RWL2022 
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INTERVIEW 


‘Conflict in Ukraine risks a 


Vi 


Socialist Worker 


return to the Cold War era’ 


Socialist Worker spoke to peace studies professor Paul Rogers about the dangers of 
escalation in the war in Ukraine, and how it might reshape the big powers’ military strategies 


The US has been focused on 
China as its main rival in recent 
years. Is what’s happening in 
Ukraine and Eastern Europe a 
sign of strategic change? 

I think that’s going to depend 
hugely on China’s role in the 
ending of the war in Ukraine. One 
of the reasons that president Putin 
felt able to invade was that he felt 
he had China’s backing. 

This was as a result of the head 
to head discussions he had with 
President Xi. China is now being 
rather more cautious. 

The indications are that they 
were not expecting this level of 
intervention so quickly. Many 
Chinese people in Ukraine, not 
least in Kiev itself, were caught 
unawares by the invasion. 

China has had pretty strong 
relations with Ukraine, particularly 
involving grain exports. So I sense 
a change in the mood in China. 
They are not for ditching Putin but 
they are not so keen to develop the 
very close links as they were. 

If Putin were to use chemical 
weapons that would probably be 
the parting of the ways. So it’s not 
impossible that China may pull the 
plug on the operation. 

They are probably the only actor 
on the international stage that 
could do this. 

What has happened on the 
psycho-political level is that the 
United States feels it’s been able to 
regain its Western leadership after 
disasters in Afghanistan, and the 
long-enduring problems in Syria 
and Iraq. 

So it feels emboldened to an 
extent, and it has certainly put a 
lot of additional forces into Europe 
in the last 20 days—probably a lot 
more than people realise. It’s not 
easy to see if this is going to lead 
to a permanent change. 

But whatever else happens I 
think the US is going to be more 
significant in Europe for at least 
the next decade. 


What are the implications of 
the huge increases in military 
expenditure announced both 
in the US and across Europe in 
recent days? 
We are to some extent returning 
to the Cold War era, and although 
there won’t be any publicity given 
to this, there will be very heavy 
expenditure on the Russian side too. 
They will have to spend a huge 
amount of money just replacing 
the weapons that they’ve used and 
lost. That’s going to be a very big 
dent in what is going to be, at least 


Paul Rogers 


temporarily, a much-weakened 
economy. 

But what it means essentially 
is that we’re now in a classic 
Shakespearean “Now Thrive the 
Armorers” period. 

In every part of the world you’re 
going to see an increase in military 
spending and a decrease in other 
spending. Countries such as Japan 
and India, and probably some of 
the Gulf States, will also see the 
need to expand their military. 

That’s disastrous because the 
biggest security threat we face now 
is nothing to do with all of this, it’s 
climate breakdown. 


If the Russian economy were 
to collapse under the weight 
of sanctions and war are there 
dangers for global security 
not yet highlighted by the 
mainstream? 

Russia is not unlike the late 
Soviet Union. If you get a major 
leadership change or crisis, that’s 
going to be a very uncertain time. 

I remember very much the 
1980s and a series of changes of 
leadership—Brezhnev, Andropov, 
Chernenko, and finally Gorbachev— 
all in the space of a few years. 

That period coincided with the 
Able Archer incident in the autumn 
of 1983 [A Nato exercise led the 
Soviet Union to prepare reprisals 
for an expected imminent nuclear 
attack]. That was one of the most 
dangerous possible of nuclear crises. 

So yes, I think if there is real 
turmoil within the upper echelons 
of Russia, that will be a period of 
considerable dangers. 

The signs are not yet there that 
we're going to see Putin fall. He is 
in very firm control and the group 
around him seem fairly loyal. 

But there are interesting signs of 
dissent. The recent statement from 
Igor Ivanov, the former foreign 
minister, that there should be a 
ceasefire is an indication of that. 

It’s not just that he’s calling for 
that, but that he feels able to say it 
that’s important. 


NATO WOULD have to destroy S400 missiles based in south west 
Russia to implement a no-fly zone (top) Nato’s Able Archer military 
exercise almost triggered a nuclear war in Europe in 1983 (above) 


What are the dangers of a Nato 
no-fly zone? 
Russia’s anti-aircraft measures, 
including the S400—their longest 
range and most effective surface 
to air missile—are based largely in 
south west Russia and in Belarus. 
Nato would have to destroy 
those launch sites in bombing raids. 
And that would be bound to involve 
going into Russian territory. Putin 
did claim that if Nato interfered in 
this way there was a risk that things 
would “escalate”. 
He was saying that he could 
respond with a demonstration 
shot of a tactical nuclear weapon. 


So I think it’s very dangerous to 
consider a no-fly zone. 


Could this conflict go nuclear? 
I think we need to be aware of 
some history. I’ve written recently 
on the history of British willingness 
to use nuclear weapons first. 

That goes right back to the 
1950s when the first V bomber 
aircraft were coming in and Britain 
had the first nuclear-capable 
aircraft on board aircraft carriers. 

I remember Harold Macmillan, 
the minister of defence from 
1954 onwards, describing the 
circumstances in which nuclear 


weapons might be used. Two years 
later, his successor Duncan Sandys 
said the same thing. 

And throughout, both inside Nato 
and without, Britain has entertained 
the possibility of the first use of 
nuclear weapons. 

And this was the policy of Nato, 
France, the United States and the 
old Soviet Union. 

The idea that we have nuclear 
deterrence through “mutually 
assured destruction” has never 
been true. 

There’s always been a nuclear 
war fighting element, and it’s for 
that reason that there are obvious 
risks today. 

Things could actually escalate to 
a higher level. 

I think the risk is still pretty low, 
but the history is a very strong 
reminder that the problem exists. 

That’s one of the strongest 
reasons of all why the world should 
have been serious about going 
beyond the nuclear era years ago. 

It seems to me that any state 
which has the capacity to kill 
20 million people in an hour and a 
half, whether that’s Russia, Britain, 
United States, or France should be 
considered a “rogue state”. 


23 March 2022 


Read Paul Rogers’ on British readiness 
to use nuclear weapons first at 
bit.ly/PRonFirstUse 
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IN BRIEF 


Strike to save jobs 


at British Council 
WORKERS AT the British 
Council were set to strike 
against job cuts on Thursday 
and Friday of this week. 
Bosses want a 
reorganisation that could 
slash as many as 20 percent 
of jobs. 
PCS union members 
were set to strike at offices 
in London, Manchester, 
Edinburgh and Cardiff. 
The union's demands 
include no forced 
redundancies and no 
outsourcing of jobs. 
@For picket line details go to 
bit.ly/BCpickets 


Pay battle in sight 
at Barnard Castle 


PHARMACEUTICAL giant 
GSK faces a fightback as 
GMB union members began 
balloting for strikes this week. 

Workers at the company’s 
Barnard Castle site, in the 
north east of England, have 
overwhelmingly turned down 
a below inflation pay offer of 
4 percent. 

The ballot of more than 150 
workers closes on 8 April. 

If they vote to strike 
the workers, who produce 
vaccines and medicines, 
could walk out at the end of 
April. 

GSK CEO Emma Walmsley 
enjoyed a17 percent pay rise, 
to a whopping £8.2 million a 
year. 


Ballot begins at 
financial authority 


WORKERS AT the Financial 
Conduct Authority (FCA) last 
week served notice to begin a 
ballot on strikes against cuts 
to their pay and conditions. 

The Unite union is balloting 
the workforce because 
damaging proposals by the 
regulator will hit workers. 

The FCA’s chief executive 
Nikhil Rathi has refused all 
attempts by the union to 
negotiate on the cuts. 

He has ignored an 
87 percent vote for industrial 
action in an indicative ballot in 
January. 


London bus drivers 
suspend action 


ARRIVA BUS drivers across 
London have suspended 
strikes, which were due to 
begin this week after bosses 
made an improved pay offer. 

Initially the workers were 
just offered a 1.5 percent 
increase. 

Workers will now be 
balloted on the most recent 
offer. 

They should not accept 
anything less than the current 
rate of inflation. 

If the bus drivers, who 

are based at the depots in 
Brixton, Croydon, Norwood 
and Thornton Heath, reject 
the pay offer then the 48-hour 
stoppage which is scheduled 
to begin on Monday will go 
ahead. 


CIVIL SERVICE 


DWP WORKERS during a previous jobs fight battle 


Tories launch a jobs 
massacre in the DWP 


sl NICK CLARK 


THE TORY government has 
announced plans to fire 
at least 1,000 of its own 
workers in the civil service. 

Bosses in the Department 
for Work and Pensions 
(DWP) announced plans last 
Thursday to close as many as 
42 processing centres across 
Britain. 

The PCS union warns at 
least 1,000 jobs at 13 sites 
could be at risk, with no 
option to relocate or transfer 
the workers affected. Workers 
were only told of the plans in 
sudden meetings on Thursday 
morning. 

Steve West, PCS group 
assistant secretary for the 
DWP, visited the office in 
Bathgate, Scotland. He told 
Socialist Worker, “People 
were very taken aback. It was 
suddenly announced—they 


were stunned. Some people 
were very upset because 
they’ve worked there a very 
long time. I’ve told members 
they’ve been treated as 
numbers. They worked really 
hard during the pandemic 
when they handled an increase 
in Universal Credit claims. 
Now this is the way they’ve 
been treated. It’s like a slap in 
the face for people.” 

Steve said there could be 
even more office closures to 
come if the Tories get away 
with this first round. “They’re 
considering every office in the 
DWP, with a decision by 2028. 
That seems like a long way in 
the future but they’re getting 
on with it now,” he said. 

But he added and 
announcement also sparked 
renewed interest in the union, 
with members approaching 
him, wanting to become reps. 

“Pve told people the union 
is going to fight this,” Steve 


UNISON UNION 


Statement slams Russia 
and Nato over Ukraine 


A BITTER row has broken 
out in the Unison union 
after its executive passed 
a clear statement that 
condemns the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine—but 
also points to the toxic 
role of Nato. 

Crucially it says, “This 
war is also a proxy conflict 
between Russia and 
Nato, prompted by Nato 
expansion into central and 
Eastern Europe. 

“We oppose this 
expansion and any 
intervention in this 
conflict by Nato forces.” 

Incredibly the Unison 
website gives no hint of 
the position passed in its 


report on the executive 
meeting. 

And Unison general 
secretary Christina 
McAnea is using the war in 
a way that could be used 
to further restrict workers’ 
struggle. 

In a blog she wrote, 
“There are questions we 
will need to answer here at 
home in due course as to 
how we will cope with the 
cost of living. 

“But for now we have 
to be united as a nation 
under the guise of the 
Ukrainian blue and gold 
flag.” 

@Longer online 
bit.ly/UnisonUkraine 


said. We’re not going to let 
this go—there’s no reason why 


they have to close these offices. 


We can talk about what needs 
to be done to win this—and 
strikes are certainly the way.” 
@Steve spoke to Socialist 
Worker in a personal capacity 


M@ THE RESULT of a survey 
asking civil service workers 
if they're ready to strike over 
pay and pensions was set to 
be announced as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

The consultative ballot of 
PCS union members ended 
on Monday of this week. 

The PCS said earlier this 
month that turnout in the 
survey was Close to the 
50 percent threshold that 
anti-union laws demand ina 
formal ballot. 

That means the union 
should build on the survey 
immediately to launch a real 
strike ballot. 


EDUCATION 


Forest Hill strikers 
won't be bought off 


TEACHERS AT Forest School 
in Waltham Forest, east 
London, struck for two days 
this week to beat back the 
threat of fire and rehire. 

Previous strikes have 
forced the private school to 
backtrack, allowing teachers 
to stay in the Teacher Pension 
Scheme. Teachers were also 
awarded a below-inflation pay 
rise of five percent. 

Bosses are still using the 
threat of fire and rehire to 
introduce inferior contracts. 


BIN A battle over workload 
and forced redundancies, 
NEU members at South 
Chingford school in Waltham 
Forest, east London are 
continuing weekly three-day 
strikes. 

Workers are hopeful that a 
deal will be made this week. 


Pa. REPORTS &% 


Strikes begin in Lerwick, 
Nottingham and York 


SUPERMARKETS could 
face shortages of Pork 
Farms products during a 
continuous all-out pay strike 
by more than 170 workers 
employed at Nottingham’s 
Riverside Bakery. 

Staff earning just above 
the minimum wage, who 
are in the Unite union, 
were set to strike from 
next Monday over a pay 
cut disguised as a rise. 

The offer would leave 
staff worse off by reducing 
overtime, bank holiday 
and premium rates. 

Riverside Bakery 
produces quiches, flans 
and savoury tarts sold 
by major supermarkets 
including Tesco, Asda, 
Sainsbury’s, Aldi and 
Marks and Spencer. 


lm WORKERS AT Valeo, 
manufacturer of Poppets, 
Fox's Glacier Mints and Mint 
Humbugs struck over pay on 
Monday of this week. 

Dozens of GMB union 
members working at the 
factory in York are in a dispute 
over pay and ongoing attacks 
to their terms and conditions. 
Bosses have so far refused 
talks with GMB officials. 


lM WORKERS AT the Lerwick 
Port Authority, the main port 
in the Shetland Islands, are 
set to strike next Monday over 
pay, terms and conditions. 

For anumber of years, 
despite the prosperity and 
expansion of the port, skilled 
and semi-skilled workers have 
been paid considerably less 
than nationally agreed rates. 


TRANSPENNINE 


TRANSPENNINE train 
conductors continue to 
strike for pay. They fight 
on as the RMT union warns 
that the government is 
hard-wiring profiteering 
and attacks on staff into its 
revamped rail privatisation 
model. 

Reports suggest that 
FirstGroup will be awarded 


an eight year extension to 
its National Rail Contract. 
Under the terms of 
the new contract, firms 
are expected to push 
through attacks on staff 
numbers and their terms 
and conditions. Strikes 
have been well supported 
each Sunday across 
Transpennine services. 


CHEP UK 
wey n 7 7 = 


CHE} 


_ 


A mass picket last week 
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Strikers target companies 
that use Chep pallets 


by BARRY CONWAY 


WORKERS AT Chep UK 
pallets in Greater Manchester 
remain solid in pay fight. 

Strikers have been out 
over pay since December 
and reballoted last month— 
with a 94 percent Yes vote 
for action that was higher 
than the original ballot. 

A magnificent picket on 
Wednesday of last week saw 
around 70 strikers together 
signalling a determination 
to continue their strike. 

Plans are now being made 
to target Chep’s customers 
with banners and flyers. 

The national union 
leaders need to turn up the 
pressure on these customers 
through their workforces. 

The pallets Chep makes 
need to return to the 
factory for inspection 
and maintenance. That 


isn’t happening, so issues 
of health and safety 
should now be raised. 

Last Friday Chep strikers 
turned out in Liverpool to 
protest against the jobs 
massacre of P&O workers 
and show solidarity. 

Since talks with the 
union a few weeks ago, 
bosses have gone quiet. 

Strikers say they 
haven’t been shown any 
respect by the company. 

Despite saying they want 
to resolve the dispute, bosses 
have offered other depots 
increased pay to use as 
leverage against the strikers. 

But support for the 
strike “has been amazing” 
with people dropping 
food off, beeping their 
horns and pulling up 
to make donations. 
®@Donations to Unity Bank 
NW/1 Strike Fund. Sort code 
60-83-01 Account 20217873 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


On to the streets to 
back Coventry fight 


od ISABEL RINGROSE 


STRIKING Coventry bin 
workers were set to rally 
on Saturday as part of 
their fight against the 
Labour council’s refusal 
to improve pay for HGV2 
drivers. 

Speakers were set to 
include strikers, Unite union 
general secretary Sharon 
Graham, and representa- 
tives from Coventry Trades 
Council and the Midlands 
TUC union grouping 

After reballoting, 
94 percent of the 70 strikers 
voted to continue the all-out 
industrial action. 

Strikers were also planning 
to protest outside the coun- 
cil building on Tuesday this 
week. 

Strikes are set to continue 
through spring, including 
during local elections in May. 

Unite has pulled its 
funding from the Labour can- 
didates it previously backed 
after little to no support from 
them for the strike. 

Labour leader George 
Duggins stands accused 
of refusing to attend any 
meetings with Unite. 

And Graham _ has 


BIN WIORKERS feel betrayed 


threatened to pull funding 
from Keir Starmer’s Labour 
Party over the issue. 

During the dispute the 
council has hired scab labour 
through the Tom White 
Waste waste collection com- 
pany it owns fully and has 


Picture: Unite West MIDLANDS 


suspended a striking rep. 
Already the dispute has cost 
the council over £2.9 million, 
yet Unite says the dispute 
would’ve cost just £300,000 
to resolve. 

The strikers have been all 
out since 31 January over 


Bin disputes 


ADUR AND Worthing refuse 
workers, members of the 
GMB union, entered the 
second week of strikes 

on Monday in support 

of their pay claim. 

The strike is solid, with 
some 50 pickets on the 
gate out of a membership 
of over 70 workers, 
and morale is high. 

And attitudes are 
hardening, as the original 
duration of the strike, two 
weeks, has been increased 
by another two weeks after 
a scab vehicle hit a picket on 
the first day of the dispute. 

There have been no 
other attempts to get the 
refuse vehicles out since. 

Now the pickets are 
trying to persuade the street 
sweepers to join them, 
obliging them to drive 
through a flag-bedecked 
“tunnel of love” before they 
go out on their rounds. 

The ultimate objective of 
the strike is for all affected 
workers to be escalated 


continue across England 


up the grading system, 
to the next grade, and go 
onto the top incremental 
level of that grade. 

The employers are 
saying that they won’t talk 
to the GMB because it is 
not the recognised union, 
and will only deal with the 
recognised union, Unison. 

But increasingly, they 
are coming to realise 
that for the workers, the 
GMB is their union. 

It is the only union 
that the workers trust 
to secure a satisfactory 
outcome to the strike. 
Steve Guy 


Northampton town’s 
bin strike ballot began 
last Friday. The ballot 
will close on 6 April. 
Northampton’s refuse 
collectors—employed 
by outsourcer Veolia— 
are angry after turning 
down a pay offer of just 
2.5 percent, less than a third 
of the rate of inflation. 


The council, ultimately 
responsible for bin 
collections, has increased 
Veolia’s funding by 
5.5 percent. But the 
company is refusing to pass 
even that on to workers. 


MOUTSOURCED refuse 
workers in Solihull are 

set for strikes on Monday 
after 84 percent of workers 
voted to walk out. 

The members of the 
GMB union currently work 
for subcontractor Amey, 
which is now refusing 
to open negotiations. 


MNIWEALDEN FACES a bin 
strike affecting 70,000 
homes as GMB completes 
an industrial action ballot. 
More than 40 GMB 
members working at Biffa’s 
East Sussex Joint Waste 
Partnership depots at the 
Hailsham and Uckfield 
regional sites have been 
voting on whether to 
walk out over pay. 


low pay. The basic rate of 
pay is just £22,183 a year— 
thousands less than the scab 
labour is being paid. 
Spreading the strike to 
other sectors in the coun- 
cil and upping attempts to 
stop the scabbing at Tom 
White Waste would put more 
pressure on the council. 
Trade unionists should 
get behind the Coventry bin 
strike to make a stand against 
the disgraceful Labour 
council as well as a pay fight. 
@Rally, Saturday 26 March, 
llam at Broadgate, Coventry 
CV11FS. Coventry. Bin worker 
strike fund Unity Trust Bank 
a/c Unite WM/7116 Branch 
Coventry Local Government, 
Sort code: 60-83-01, a/c 
number: 20302665. Messages 
of support to Pete.Randle@ 
unitetheunion.org 


BA LONG-RUNNING bin 
strike across Wiltshire has 
ended after GMB members 
accepted a new deal. 

Workers almost 
unanimously accepted the 
offer, which amounts to a 
7 percent pay rise plus a 
bonus scheme to be offered 
to more staff and further 
uplifts for those on the 
lowest pay rates. 


Resistance 


at Gosh NHS 


OUTSOURCED security 
workers at Great Ormond 
Street Hospital marked six 
weeks of strikes with a rally 
on Thursday of last week. 

Workers are demanding 
they are brought in-house 
and receive the same 
terms and conditions as 
other NHS workers. 

At present they are 
employed by Carlisle 
Support Services. 

UVW makes the point 
that those affected by the 
“outsourcing arrangement 
are predominantly Black, 
brown and migrant” and 
says this amounts to 
“race discrimination”. 

The rally heard speakers 
from the UCU union 
and trades councils. 

It was also joined by 
Labour MPs John McDonnell 
and Apsana Begum. 

@Back the strike fund, go to 
bit.ly/GoshFund 

@Read more at bit.ly/ 
Gosh0322 


This time let's have a 
real battle on NHS pay 


oe YURIPRASAD 


UNIONS representing 
millions of health workers 
are gearing up for anew 
campaign over NHS pay. 

It must be much more 
serious than the last failed 
one. All the main unions, 
with the exception of the 
nurses’ RCN, have signed up 
to demands that include a 
pay rise “substantially above 
inflation’, compensation for 
the coming rise in National 
Insurance contributions, 
and all unpaid work to be 
replaced with overtime 
payments. 

The RCN is asking for 
inflation plus 5 percent. 


Demands 

Karen Reissmann, a leading 
activist in the Unison union, 
told Socialist Worker that 
the national demands could 
be bolstered by a series of 
local ones. 

“Healthcare assistants 
working for the Manchester 
Royal Infirmary have just 
won a major re-grading 
dispute. They will now 
move from the NHS pay 
band 2 to band 3, meaning 
significantly more money. 

“Lots of union activists in 
the north west of England 
now want to follow their 
lead. The annual pay claim is 
a good chance to add local 
grievances such as this to 
the national fight. 

“We should also be 
pushing for local retention 
bonuses in areas where 
replacing staff which 
leave has proven very 


difficult.” The government 
has proposed that health 
service staff get a rise of just 
3 percent this year. 

The unions are calling 
for a day of action over 
pay on Friday 1 April, 
the day the new pay 
structure is supposed to be 
implemented. 

“The government has 
pushed back our pay claim 
time and time again, but 
MPs haven't suffered. On 
the day the NHS pay rise 
should have been in our 
bank accounts, they’ll be 
pocketing an extra £2,212 a 
year,” said Karen. 

There is also growing 
pressure on NHS trusts to 
increase the value of the 
millage allowance for staff 
that work in the community. 

With the price of petrol 
rising sharply, staff that have 
to visit patients in their own 
homes are finding that they 
cannot afford the fuel. 

Many community 
practitioners say that if they 
run out of petrol towards the 
end of the pay month, they 
cannot afford to fill up their 
cars again. 


MPORTERS and domestics 
at Croydon hospital 

in south London have 
voted to strike. 

The members of the GMB 
union are demanding they be 
brought in-house and taken 
out of the claws of grubby 
contractor G4S. 

They voted by 98 percent 
in favour of strikes ona 
turnout of 61 percent. 

Dates for action are yet to 
be announced. 


GLASGOW COUNCIL 


Back Glasgow crucial 
equal pay struggle 


>>Continued from back page 
are treated like this.” 

Lisa adds, “People are 
ready to go for the strikes. 
They’re up for going as 
far as it takes, and that 
means beyond the four 
days if necessary.” 

A 12-year battle over 
women being paid £3 an 
hour less than men in 
similarly important roles 
led to the 2018 strikes. 

Thousands of women 
joined official strikes and 
refuse workers—most of 
them men—who had not 
been balloted supported 
the action by refusing 
to cross picket lines. 

With an overwhelmingly 
popular strike that won 
attention across Britain, the 
council sued for peace. 

It agreed in 2019 to pay 
out at least £500 million. 
This deal settled most equal 
pay claims up until March 
2018 and included a new 


pay and grading system. 
There are some indications 
that the council—led by the 
Scottish National Party— 
might try to divide the 
workforce using a “traffic 
light” system where claims 
from the lowest-paid 
are waved through but 
others are blocked. 

There should be no 
deal without justice now 
for all—and definitely 
no more delays. 

Escalating action, and 
solidarity again from 
other workers, can win 
an important victory for 
working women in particular 
and all workers in general. 
@Tweet messages of support 
to @unison_glasgow and 
@GMBGlasgowCC Email 
enquiries@glasgowcityunison. 
co.uk and scotland@gmb.org. 
uk Phone Glagow City Unison 
0141 552 7069 Text GMB 
Scotland organiser Sean Baillie 
on 07813 593996 
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SUNAK WILL NOT EASE 


by ISABEL RINGROSE 
Ste 


TORY CHANCELLOR Rishi 
Sunak was set to make 
his Spring Statement on 
Wednesday as the cost of 
living crisis hits tens of 
millions of working class 
people. 

But whatever small 
measures he introduces to 
alleviate the coming catas- 
trophe, they won’t tackle 
the roots of hardship and 
poverty. 

Sunak has already 
shrugged his shoulders, 
saying, “I can’t solve every 
problem” and “It’s not going 
to be easy.” 

That’s because he won’t 
interfere with profit-making 
or take ownership and control 
of energy and fuel away from 
the fat cats. 

He has hinted at introducing 
a fuel duty cut to reduce petrol 
prices at pumps. But a 5pa 
litre reduction would make 
little real difference, especially 
to the one in five households 
who have no car. 

Meanwhile average 
household energy bills will 
rise by 54 percent in two 
weeks’ time to almost £2,000 
a year and will increase again 
to roughly £3,000 a year in 
October. 

Reversing the 
1.25 percentage hike on 
National Insurance contri- 
butions set to be introduced 
in April would help relieve 


RISHI SUNAK and his Tory chums (top, left) are laughing at us as the cost of living crisis hits hard 


the pressure on low-income 
families. 

Instead, Sunak may just 
raise the thresholds at which 
people begin to pay the NI 
tax. He added that a £200 
discount on bills in October— 
to be repaid with higher bills 


in future years—“will make a 
big difference”. 

It won’t save a penny in 
what’s paid out eventually. 

The reality for millions is 
parents skipping meals and 
children going hungry or pen- 
sioners keeping the heating 


off. Some 10 million people 
are expected to experience 
fuel poverty. 

Analysis by the TUC 
union grouping shows the 
government’s decision to 
suspend the pensions triple 
lock last September will cost 


pensioners almost £500 a 
year. Since 2011 the triple 
lock has guaranteed that 
the state pension rises each 
year by the highest out of 
average earnings growth, 
cost of living increases, or 
2.5 percent. 


COST OF LIVING CRISIS 


But in April the state 
pension will increase by just 
3.1 percent instead of the 
8.3 percent due. This costs 
someone on the new full 
state pension £487 a year 
and someone on the full basic 
state pension £373 a year. 

Pensioners are particularly 
vulnerable to price hikes, as 
energy bills typically make up 
6.6 percent of weekly spend- 
ing for over 75s. 

In comparison they make 
up 4.2 percent of weekly 
spending for households of 
all ages. 

As ordinary people suffer, 
British gas and electricity 
distribution companies enjoy 
higher profit margins than 
any other sector. 

The regional infrastructure 
networks that transport elec- 
tricity from power stations to 
users see profits worth 42.5p 
on every £1 of sales. Gas 
distributors are grabbing a 
return of 40.5 percent. 

These fat profits meant 
regional electricity networks 
paid out £3.6 billion in 
dividends to their owners 
between 2017 and 2021. Gas 
distribution networks handed 
out £2.4 billion. 

Sunak’s latest message will 
do nothing to stop prices rising 
and working people freezing 
and starving as bosses profit. 

Ramped up action against 
the Tories, in the form of 
strikes and protests, is vital 
to stopping the crisis for ordi- 
nary people spiralling further. 


Around 12,000 people expected to join new equal pay strike in Glasgow 


UP TO 12,000 Glasgow 
council workers are 
set to strike in a few 
days time over equal 
pay. The workers, 
overwhelmingly women, 
will strike again next 
month if they don’t win. 

The Unison union is 
calling out nearly 9,000 
members, and the GMB 
around 3,000 on Tuesday 
29 and Wednesday 30 
March and then on 
Wednesday 20 April and 
Thursday 21 April. 

The combined total 


could be even larger than 
the inspirational equal 
pay strike in the city four 
years ago that seemed to 
have won over the issue. 
It will involve workers 
in home care, cleaning, 
catering, schools, 
nurseries, residential 
homes, parking services, 
homelessness hostels, 
addiction services 
and admin functions 
across the council. 
Lisa, a child 
development officer 
and Unison member, 
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is preparing to join 
the strikes. 

She told Socialist 
Worker, “In 2018 there 
were a lot of people who 
had never been on strike 
before but were really 
involved and passionate 
when it happened. 

“Then we got the 
result and we thought, 
at last, we’ve got it, it’s 
done. And now we find 
out the council is going 
back on that. How can 
that happen? It’s been 
proven in court that 


we’re underpaid, how 
can they do that? 

“There are lots of 
women who are relying 
on this money. People 
worked through the 
pandemic, and some 
were ill and some 
tragically died. 

“There were women 
who lived in care homes 
and didn’t go to their 
own homes because 
they wanted to keep the 
residents and their own 
families safe. Now we 
>>Continued on page 19 


